Thai On-Line Crusader Fights Silent Battle
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WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY: Thai On-Line Crusader Fights Silent Battle – IPS, May 3, 2004
…’Prachatai‘ was born out of the frustration Somkiat and a few like-minded journalists felt about the
emerging pro-establishment bias in the Thai language media…
On Nov. 15, ‘Prachatai’ posted an account on its webpage that exposed the spin the government of Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra was giving to explain the manner in which the 78 Muslims died. The premier
told the press that the deaths happened because the detainees were weak and exhausted since the incident
took place during the Islamic month of Ramadan…
It was an act of courage, since the Thaksin administration banned the distribution of any video compact
discs with the footage of the Thai police and army using excessive force to quell the demonstrators…

Horrors of house buying
May 4, 2004
Categories: Property and Development
Horrors of house buying – Time,
May 4, 2004
Don pointed out this mention of Thai house buying
in the latest issue of Time: …Soon after, the
general’s wife started showing up with a gang of cronies
(including monks), yelling, haranguing, even singing.
We received threatening letters in mangled legalese.
Gun magazines ominously appeared in the mailbox, along
with almost daily missives from debt collectors. One
morning the general himself appeared—in military
fatigues, frothing at the mouth—and threatened
to put me in a coffin. He pulled out a pistol-shape
package, brandished it, then drove away…
The police told us we had every right to stay. They
began to put together a case against the general for
forgery and fraud… Nor was he a general, police
said, merely a middle-ranking officer who had been
kicked out of the air force for misconduct.
A warrant has now been issued for his arrest, and
the police have set up a checkpoint outside the house.
A cop comes by every three or four hours. In the meantime,
we live in limbo.
On a sidebar:… Swindles are rife–a common one
is to sell a house but keep the land on a separate
title.

Redevelopment study on Thai Embassy site completed…
May 4, 2004
Redevelopment
study on Thai Embassy site completed
– The Business Times, May 4, 2004
More about the prime Thai Embassy site on Orchard
Road in Singapore: The Thai government is unlikely
to sell the land outright because it has historical
significance. King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) bought it
for the country in 1893. At that time, it cost a mere
$9,000…
Earlier: Redevelopment plan for Thai embassy
– Bangkok Post, September 11, 2003
Anyone who has ever been to the Thai Embassy in Singapore
is usually surprised to find it in one of the prime
locations on Orchard Road. For years people have wondered
why there was not an attempt to redevelop the site.
Last week, the Thai Prime Minister, an astute businessman,
took one look at the site and revived the idea of
developing the area: Foreign Minister Surakiart Sathirathai
said the embassy–rambling old colonial housing and
an office building in a large compound–was an eyesore.
But it was in a prime area on Orchard road, a main
shopping centre. Former Thai envoy to Singapore, Asada
Jayanama, who was posted there from 1989-90, ordered
a feasibility study into putting up a 24-floor building…
Proposals include a shopping centre to promote goods
made by small and medium sized enterprises, including
the one tambon-one product scheme, and tourism, or
swapping it for another area.

Press freedom in Myanmar
May 4, 2004
Press
freedom in Myanmar
– The Irrawaddy, May 4, 2004
The Irrawaddy puts up a fascinating page about
press freedom in Myanmar: "If I do
wrong, write about me. If the queens do wrong,
write about them. If my sons and daughters
do wrong, write about them. If the judges
and mayors do wrong, write about them. No
one shall take action against the journalists
for writing the truth. They shall go in and
out of the palace freely." -King Mindon
(1853-1878)

Thai embassy in Singapore may become high-rise complex
May 4, 2004
Categories: Buildings, Singapore
Thai
embassy in Singapore may become high-rise complex
– TNA, October 2, 2005 |
…The embassy now occupies over 11 rai of land (2.5 rai = 1
acre) and is situated on Orchard Road, the most important business
area in the island state.
…As the land is situated in a prime area and could fetch not less
than Bt 10 billion, the ambassador said the government has no plan
to sell the land, but, instead, had set up the ‘Thailand Team’ to
consider utilizing the land in order to gain maximum benefits.
He said if the embassy property is to be developed as the planned
30-storey hotel and exhibition centre, it would have to pay land
development fees amounting to about 140 million Singapore dollars
and pay for a property developer to handle the project.
The top Thai envoy in Singapore said the ‘Thailand Team’ was also
considering another option–turning the Thai Embassy to Singapore
to become a grand business building complex, but not so high as
the first option.
Earlier: Redevelopment
study on Thai Embassy site completed – The Business Times,
May 4, 2004
More about the prime Thai Embassy site on Orchard Road in Singapore:
The Thai government is unlikely to sell the land outright because
it has historical significance. King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) bought
it for the country in 1893. At that time, it cost a mere $9,000…
Earlier: Redevelopment plan for Thai embassy – Bangkok
Post, September 11, 2003
Anyone who has ever been to the Thai Embassy in Singapore is usually
surprised to find it in one of the prime locations on Orchard Road.
For years people have wondered why there was not an attempt to redevelop
the site. Last week, the Thai Prime Minister, an astute businessman,
took one look at the site and revived the idea of developing the
area: Foreign Minister Surakiart Sathirathai said the embassy–rambling
old colonial housing and an office building in a large compound–was
an eyesore. But it was in a prime area on Orchard road, a main shopping
centre. Former Thai envoy to Singapore, Asada Jayanama, who was
posted there from 1989-90, ordered a feasibility study into putting
up a 24-floor building… Proposals include a shopping centre to
promote goods made by small and medium sized enterprises, including
the one tambon-one product scheme, and tourism, or swapping it for
another area.

What the foreign press thinks of Thailand
May 5, 2004
Categories: Thailand in the International Media
What the foreign press thinks of
Thailand – May 5, 2004
Conor spotted this unflattering reference
to Thailand in the Telegraph and commented
"It’s like you can’t have any kind
of story about Thailand without sneaking in a reference
to sex!"
From Liverpool
FC: the brand with a kick to Thai for, Telegraph,
May 5, 2004
Sir Howard Davies, the former head of the FSA,
now director of the London School of Economics, is
just back from a trip around Asia. He reports that
the Chinese insurance sector is opening up.
British companies are gaining market share ("a
mis-selling scandal must be just around the corner"
is his inevitable comment) and he also spotted a Thai
obsession with Liverpool FC.
"For reasons no one understands, Liverpool remains
the vogue team in Bangkok," he writes in his
diary in this month’s Management Today.
"The belief is that the brand has not been properly
exploited. With aggressive marketing, the commercial
spin-offs could be considerable. Can you buy Michael
Owen condoms in Patpong? No, you cannot. There is
clearly business to be done here." The trip wasn’t
completely wasted, then."

Too cloudy to see eclipse
May 5, 2004
Too cloudy to see eclipse
– May 5, 2004
Unfortunately, clouds obscured last night’s lunar
eclipse.
Lunar
eclipse tonight – MCOT, May 4, 2004
…The lunar eclipse will be observed from around
midnight until early tomorrow morning, as the moon
is rising from the east, and moving to the west, according
to a news report of TV Channel 5 this morning.

Interesting and strange articles
May 7, 2004
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Interesting and strange articles
– May 8, 2004
* Thai
Premier Could Be Overthrown: Observers. Consider
the source though…
* Ancient
shipwreck in Thai Gulf a precious find (IANS,
May 7, 2004)
Traces of a 400-year-old junk, or a traditional
Chinese sailing ship, discovered by archaeologists
in the Gulf of Thailand, could prove to be an important
archaeological find, reports Xinhua…
Naval personnel first got an inkling of the ancient
vessel last year when they retrieved the wreckage
of a sunken gas tanker just two nautical miles away…
* And this one is just weird–a paranoid tourist worried
about strange looks from the locals: Wary
tourist arouses suspicions in Bangkok (Seattle
Times, May 7, 2004)
I arrived in Thailand anonymously on a typically
balmy and hazy night. I left as Bangkok’s most hated
man. This, you must believe me, was not my aim.

Bridge on the River Kwai site
May 8, 2004
Bridge on the River Kwai site
– May 8, 2004
ttaaee pointed this out in the forum:
Last night, I was watching this documentary, Secrets
of the Dead : Bridge on the River Kwai on TV.
I was fascinated by all facts I hadn’t known before,
like, how many POWs lost their lives building the
railway, how fast the railway was built and the railway
we always see on the postcards from Kanchanaburi is
only a small part of the railway still in use, the
rest of it is just lost in the jungle.

Maeklong Market Revisited
May 10, 2004
Categories: Thai Railroads

(Photo: Nils)
Maeklong Market
Maeklong railway revisited
Nils writes: On Sunday 9 May 2004 I took the good old
commuter again – for the third time. On this occasion my girlfriend
joined me. (No, she was not at all opposed to the idea of going to some
insignificant place and return home immediately just for the fun of riding
an uncomfortable, hot, grubby, worn-out train. No, she didn’t think
‘Farang guys are a really crazy bunch’. Quite to the contrary,
she also likes railways and wanted to see the ‘miraculous receding
market of Maeklong’…..)
A taxi brought us to Wong Wian Yai station just in time
to buy the tickets and some drinks before boarding the 12.15 train for
Mahachai. The DMU was already waiting, full of passengers, but we managed
to find two empty seats. Which we later offered – Thai style –
to (a mother with} two small children boarding somewhere at Bang Bon station
or so.
My GPS confirmed that the top speed of the Maeklong Commuter
was exactly an amazing 50 kph (you wouldn’t want it to go faster
on those tracks, would you). Some daring was required to acquire a signal,
but I was happy that the doors of the train never close and thus allowed

me to hold the device a little bit outside the frame, standing on the
doorsteps, clinging to a handrail, always watching out for oncoming branches
of trees and shrubs that grow dangerously close to the track.
The train arrived in Mahachai on time (13.10), which I
thought would give us just enough time to catch the connecting train across
the river in Ban Laem, leaving at 13.30. So we hurried along the busy
street in front of Mahachai station, which was bustling with people and
vehicles, apparently due to the Sunday market. Then on to the ferry pier,
where a boat was just leaving for the other side. This fact would soon
turn out to be decisive. Though the next boat arrived only about 3 minutes
later (there are two, constantly going back and forth between the banks
of the Tha Chin River) and didn’t take very long to cross to Ban
Laem, we ultimately missed the train.
The problem is that though Ban Laem station itself also
has a pier (maybe about 400 m upstream), the regular ferry doesn’t
go there and I think there is just a boat leaving from there to Mahachai
four times a day, after a train from Maeklong has arrived. (Not exactly
sure about that, but I once did take a ferry directly from there.) So
we had to pave our way through the small alley leading out of the main
ferry pier (Tha Chalom) and then walk up the road to the station, and
just when it came into our sight (with still 200 m to go), we saw the
train making its exit (1 minute ahead of schedule, by the way)! In the
end, we were there a mere 3 minutes too late. And the next (and last)
train to Maeklong wouldn’t leave before 16.40. All this was proof
again of the silly schedule and lack of planning in the construction of
the lines. So we had more than 3 hours left and basically nothing to do,
apart from taking photos.
We thought we’d go back to the other side, eat something
and take a bus to Samut Songkhram instead, then the last train back from
there to Ban Laem. But it was found that the next bus left in about one
hour, making it too late to catch the train in Maeklong. So the plan was
changed again (also in true Thai style…) and we finally opted for
waiting until 16.40 and then later going back to Bangkok by bus from Maeklong.
Which was also good because I had never traveled in the Ban Laem-Maeklong
direction before, the last of the four sections missing on my (imaginary)
list. After searching for an Internet café without success (i.e.
there were 5, but three of them only had games and the other two were
closed on Sunday…. as I wrote in my first article, Samut Sakhon is
actually quite ban nork), we sat down tired in a park for some time, then
traveled back to the Ban Laem side once again, where I finally got a haircut
before we made it to the station. This time we were early enough to witness
the train arrive from Maeklong under intense blowing of its whistle.
Well, well, the Maeklong line…. even shabbier than
its Mahachai twin – Ban Laem station is full of garbage and rusting
wrecks – but here the trains’ doors open and close automatically.
Wow!
This one was almost empty, making it understandable that
there are just 4 connections per day. Also, there is not much in between
Ban Laem and Maeklong: mostly trees, shrubs, mud, fish ponds and salt
fields. Most ‘stations’ are just a wooden shelter with a road
leading to a village somewhere in the distance.

One nice feature of these DMUs is that you can look out
of the front and back of the cars right onto the tracks. Thus I got a
nice view of the twisted, worn-out rails that have been doing their duty
without complaint for 90 odd years now. One interesting thing I noticed
for the first time was that there is a bulge (for lack of a better description)
in the profile of some of the small bridges – similar to many road
bridges crossing canals in Bangkok that have that ‘hunchback’
form, with the difference that the rail bridges themselves are not rounded,
but flat. That means the train sort of has to climb a little ramp to the
higher level of the bridge (approx. 50 cm – 1m) and then descends
again. Hope you get the idea. I wonder how the rails can tolerate the
strain, as there is a considerable bend at the transition point between
ramp and bridge. Definitely not suited for high speeds, this design……
We also stood at the front end and watched as the train
slowly made its entry into Samut Songkhram and the market area, which
didn’t appear too busy. No sunshades were folded back before our
eyes. Then we finally arrived in the dark and dingy Maeklong station,
a little bit behind the scheduled time of 17.40. After a walk back on
the tracks through the market (where the sellers and customers had occupied
the SRT property again as if the railway had been closed for good a long
time ago), it was time to go home by minibus. Certainly faster than the
commuter – only 1 hr 15 to Victory Monument as opposed to 2 hours
by train to Wong Wian (not including ’transfer’ in Samut Sakhon)
– but on the other hand, not half as exciting!
Once again… take this train if you haven’t done
so yet!

(Photo: Nils)
Ban Laem DMU interior

(Photo: Nils)
Ban Laem line end – looking towards the Tha Chin River.
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Ban Laem pier
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Ban Laem wreck

(Photo: Nils)
Ban Laem wreck – the sign in the window announces, ‘here
we accept fans (ventilators) for repair.’
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Ban Laem wreck

(Photo: Nils)
Ban Laem Eiffel Tower is just an interesting house near
Ban Laem ferry pier.
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Ban Laem samlors
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Ban Laem train entry
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Ban Laem – compare with the photo
from 1986 by Robert M. Boer, showing the two Henschel locomotives.
Though his photo was taken from the opposite direction, the metal shed
at the left of my image is the same as the one in front of the temple
in his photo.
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Ban Laem
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Ban Laem DMU
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Maeklong Market

(Photo: Nils)
Maeklong Market after the train has passed through.
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Maeklong tracks between Ban Laem and Maeklong
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Mahachai Station
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Mahachai Station

(Photo: Nils)
Behind Mahachai Station, looking back in the direction
of Wongwian Yai.
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Mahachai line end
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Mahachai Pier

(Photo: Nils)
Mahachai Pier
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Mahachai platforms
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Mahachai Station road
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Mahachai Station stalls
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Nils with a DMU

(Photo: Nils)
Maeklong line end
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Maeklong Market

Thai/Burma Railway in 1992
May 10, 2004
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Back to the main Thai Railways/SRT
page
Reiner Zimmermann – 10th
May 2004: It was 1st March 1992
when this correspondent
first took the train from the former
Thonburi
station to see what remained of the
wartime Thai/Burma-line.
At the end of the platform of Nam Tok
station was a sign
which read in Thai and English “THE
TRACK WILL BE
EXTENDED 1.4 km FROM THIS
POINT TO SAI YOK NOI
WATERFALL
ALONG THE ORIGINAL ROUTE”.
We have no records when
this signboard had been
put in its place,
but for years there had
been no visible action to
turn the promise
into reality. The regular
daily trains and the
weekend excursion DMU
continued terminating at
Nam Tok station and
those of the passengers
whose intended
destination was the Sai
Yok Noi waterfall had to
proceed
by other means.

(Photo: Reiner Zimmermann)

(Photo: Reiner Zimmermann)
1.3.1992 Signboard at the end of Nam Tok platform.
The line ended at a buffer about 400 meters from Nam
Tok station; beyond the buffer shrubbery and bushes occupied
the
former railway alignment that seemed rather impenetrable.
A visitor to the site on 18th March 1998 reported that
the track had been extended by about 600m into the bushes,
but the
buffer remained at its location, bisecting the rails. The
situation
was the same 3 years later in March 2001.

(Photo: Reiner Zimmermann)
1.3.1992 The former end of the line, about
400
meter from Nam Tok station proper.
Upon an “inspection-trip” on 19th
May 2003
the buffer was found removed and
the line ready for service to a
small
new station called “Nam Tok Sai
Yok Noi”. It is a single
track extension with no passing
loop and no facility for a
locomotive
to “run around the train” for the
return journey. Clearly,
the line must have been meant to
make it easier for passengers of
the weekend-DMU to access the
waterfall and the adjacent
recreation
area. Albeit, there was still no
service. All trains ended at Nam
Tok as before.

(Photo: Reiner Zimmermann)
4.4.2004 The new end of the line at km 195+694.00.

(Photo: Reiner
Zimmermann)
29.5.2003 Pointing towards Burma, 1935
Mitsubishi-built
ex JNR C56.2, No.702. is plinthed on the trackbed
beyond
the extended line, unfortunately a bit “off”
its alignment. From here, the old railway survives as
a footpath to the Waterfall.

(Photo: Reiner
Zimmermann)
29.5.2003 The new line is ready, but not yet in
use. Nature is taking over again.

We have no date on record of the actual accomplishment
of the work. Of 3rd March 2004 there is a report that the track
was found “in use”. It took this correspondent until
4th May 2004, 12 years after having photographed that promising
signboard, to enjoy the first actual ride – about 1,400
meter closer to Burma, thereof 1,082 meter on newly laid track
along the old alignment of the Thai/Burma Railway.

(Photo: Reiner Zimmermann)
4.4.2004 The line ahead, as seen from the DMU’s
driving cab. Dumped to the right in the distance is the former
buffer.

(Photo: Reiner Zimmermann)
4.4.2004 After disembarking of passengers, the
train reverses to Nam Tok for laying over until its departure.
The driver has not yet reversed the headlights, so it looks
as though the DMU would be coming in.

(Photo: Reiner Zimmermann)
4.4.2004 On the new line.

(Photo: Reiner Zimmermann)

4.4.2004 The Elephants keep to their tracks.

(Photo: Reiner Zimmermann)
4.4.2004 The former buffer, at km194+611.92.
Back to the main
Thai Railways/SRT page

A tale of two headlines: Same article, different headline
May 10, 2004
Categories: A Tale of Two Newspapers
A tale
of two headlines: Same article, different headline
– May 10, 2004
Conor found this example of the exact same story running under completely different headlines:
Baltimore Sun – Thai
leader riding wave of popularity to election
– Thanksin poised to serve term, a first for
Thailand (Note that he is “Thanksin”)
Houston Chronicle – Thailand’s
popular prime minister slipping in polls – Critics
target his drug policy, leadership style

Photos from the Charn Issara II Tower
May 10, 2004
Categories: Buildings
Photos from the Charn Issara
II Tower – May 10,
2004
Nils points out: …on Frank
Paschold’s photo page , go to "Fensterputzer"
(window cleaners), you will find some nice shots
taken from the Charn Issara II Tower (Siemens
Thailand HQ) looking over the New Phetburi area.
The shots of the window washers are great!
Ealrlier: Frank Paschold has some
photos on his site of the incredible "vertical
wreck"– the Pak One gas tanker suspended
in the Gulf of Thailand.

Elephants: the new beggars of Bangkok
May 11, 2004
Categories: Wildlife and Nature
Elephants: the new beggars of Bangkok
– Pacific News Service, May 11, 2004
Nothing insightful about the article at all
(the author is probably a tourist passing
through the area), but it does demonstrate
how the once-vaunted ban on elephants in Bangkok
is apparently no longer being enforced.

Rivals set for Liverpool fight
May 11, 2004
Categories: Sports
Rivals set for Liverpool fight –
BBC, May 11, 2004
Paul pointed out this interesting background on
the Liverpool deal from BBC: Millionaire Liverpool
fan Steve Morgan wants to plough 73m into the club
– in a bid to prevent Thai Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra buying a 30% stake.
…However, the cash will come from Thai public
funds rather than Thaksin himself as was previously
thought.
"We will buy in the name of Thailand,"
said government spokesman Jakrapob Penkair after
a cabinet announcement.
"The Thai government is the one that negotiated
the deal, not Thaksin and most of the money will
come from public funds," Jakrapob added ahead
of a formal announcement to be held at an undisclosed
time in the future...
Also: BBC’s profile of Thaksin: Billionaire
hoping to score Liverpool deal. This articles
seems to be suspiciously similar to the Bangkok
Post’s profile
of Thaksin from the 2001 elections.

‘Dude, Where’s my Country?’
May 11, 2004
Categories: Myanmar/Burma
‘Dude,
Where’s my Country?’ –
The Irrawaddy, May 11, 2004
We just like this headline
for an article about Burmese refugees: …Now,
plans are afoot to resettle 2,000 Burmese dissidents
living along the border in Thailand to the US. Interviews
are underway to determine who will leave for their
new homes in America this coming June or July. At
least they won’t have to constantly look over
their shoulders to keep tabs on the immigration
police.
But Ft Wayne, Indiana, is not exactly Rangoon, and
many Burmese in Thailand fear that the movement
is losing talented Burmese, who will relocate only
to “disappear in the foreign land”, in
the words of one exile.
Burma already has thousands of internally displaced
persons in Karen, Mon and Shan states. Now the country
has an increasing number of “externally displaced
persons”, with new lives in democratic countries,
with low morale and a burning desire to return home—where
they belong.

Health warning on excessive durian consumption
May 12, 2004
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Health warning on excessive durian consumption
– Channel News Asia, May 12, 2004
thaivisa.com points out: …Thailand’s
Ministry of Public Health issued a warning
against excessive durian consumption because
of its high calorific content. The move comes
after the death of a Singburi civil servant
on Tuesday who died, literally, of a surfeit
of durians, having eaten four in close succession.
This reminds us of the Durian
and whiskey equals death story.

Viruses and international connectivity
May 13, 2004
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Viruses
and international connectivity
– May 13, 2004
Cormac points out some interesting facts
about the net in Thailand: According to
Nectec
30-40% of emails in Thailand contain a virus!
On the same page, you can see the bandwidth
internationally and within Thailand. International
is about 10% of local even though there are
hardly any locally-hosted sites.
…Thailand’s international pipes total 1.5
Gbps. Malaysia, with 1/3 of the population,
has 26.8
Gbps.

S.S.S. Jewelry Limited Partnership
May 14, 2004
Categories: Gem Scam
S.S.S. Jewelry Limited Partnership
May 14, 2004
Via email: I would like to report about my misfortune
incident for been involved in a gem scam just this Sunday (09-May-04).
On that very morning, my wife and myself were happily preparing to
visit one of Bangkok’s famous tourist attraction – What Pho. After
we had alighted from our taxi, when we were walking towards the main
entrance, we were approached by this "nice" Thai man with
a kid. He spoke good English and was offering to help us, although
we didn’t ask for it. He asked where we were from and where did we
intend to visit for the day, seeing him being so friendly, we told
him that we planned to visit the What Pho. But he told us that it
was a Buddhist holiday that day, thus the temple was closed for prayers
till 12pm. So he suggested that we hired a tuk tuk to tour other places
instead, then return after 12pm. He suggested visiting places like
the Standing Buddha, The Lucky Buddha, The Export Centre, then the
Golden Mount then back to What Pho. And he even helped us to get a
tuk tuk and bargained down the price from 80 baht to 30 baht. So we
happily believed him and thought that we had met a nice Thai man.
So we proceed to the Lucky Buddha.
Upon reaching the Lucky Buddha, we were told to walk
around the temple for good luck. When we were doing our round, another
"nice" middle age Thai man walk up to us. He told us he
was a Thai working in Malaysia, and returning to pray to the buddha.
He asked a lot of questions and finally saying that the Thai government
was opening the export centre to foreigners to buy "cheap"
jewelry, which he claimed that could fetch high price back in our
home country and make 100% profit. And he even showed us a receipt
of the shop where he bought a set of ruby jewelry which he paid with
US$4500. And he told us that we should not miss this opportunity to
make money. After a long conversation, we decided to proceed into
the temple. And in the temple, we met with 2 more "nice"
men, a Thai and a French. Both claims that they had, many years, bought
the same jewelry from the same shop and make big money. And both showed
me the receipts from the same shop.
So after leaving the temple, we were shown to this
shop which was claimed to be the Export Centre by the tuk tuk driver
– S.S.S. Jewelry Limited Partnership at 386 Visuttikasat Road, Banpantom,
Pranakorn, Bangkok 10200. And talk to the manager, with the name of
"Prayuth". He provided very "good services" and
eventually "talked" me into buying a Ruby ring and a Ruby
pendant for my wife, which cost me a total of 61360 Baht. And in the
course of conversation, we did asked him why such a expensive Ruby
will have lines in it, and he told us that it was like that. So we
believed him as he looked really "professional". And because
my wife preferred white gold, so the manager agreed to change the
gold setting to white gold, and for me to collect the next Sunday

(16-May-04), before I return to Singapore on Tue (18-May-04). And
because my credit card had hit the limited, thus the jewelry was paid
by my wife’s credit card.
After leaving the shop thinking we had made a good
deal, we proceed on to our other attractions. And eventually we were
back in What Pho at around 2:30pm. And the tuk tuk let us down some
distance from the main entrance of What Pho, and when we were walking
to entrance, again we were approached by another "nice"
Thai man. And he said almost the same thing as any other men we had
met earlier. So this time I find it fishy, and choose to ignore him
and observe him from a distance. And he turn out to be not a passerby,
after we had ignored him, he just stood somewhere near and walk for
his next "target". And then thinking back what had happened
in the morning, I started to realised that I might had being tricked
into the gem scam.
So the very next day (Monday, 10-May-04), I went back
to the shop – S.S.S Jewelry – at 9:30am, just after they opened, and
asked for a full refund as I still haven’t collected the jewelry,
which was schedule to be ready for collection on next Sunday, 16-May-04.
But the manager only agree to refund 80% of what I had paid. I was
very unhappy, but there was nothing I could do, until I read this
articles in http://www.2bangkok.com/2bangkok/Scams/Sapphire.shtml#Latest%20News
.
So I am emailing you hoping that you can help me to
claim back the other 20% that I had paid, as I think the police can’t
help much. I had also CC this email to Singapore Embassy in Thailand,
The Bangkok Post, Thai Gem and Jewelry Traders Association and to
http://www.2bangkok.com for assistance, and alert any other potential
visitors to Bangkok, Thailand.
More on the
Gem Scam & maps to the scam
stores

No going back to Cambodia for factory inspector
May 14, 2004
Categories: Cambodia
No going back to Cambodia for factory inspector –
The Nation, May 14, 2004
…Waraporn said she was forced to go along with the
factory’s request.
"At first, I refused to apologise as it was not me
who made the alleged claim. But later I changed my mind
for my own safety as the situation might have turned ugly.
The workers outside made a louder and louder noise. I
was very scared."
However, she objected when asked to kneel while expressing
the apology. "I agreed to apologise although I felt
that action badly hurt my dignity," she added…

Thailand’s gold rush for God
May 15, 2004
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Thailand’s gold rush for God –
Asia Times, May 15, 2004
Rather meandering article about missionaries
in Thailand that includes various interesting
quotes including the Akha activist Matthew
McDaniel calling missionary work ‘fascism’.
…Thailand is undergoing a spiritual "gold
rush" because its "heathen"
tribes hold promise for missionaries, who
face few restrictions, as communities from
which to reach millions more brethren scattered
across the hard-to-reach peaks of Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam and Yunnan in southern
China…
A sharp increase in foundation-status applications
from missions has raised official eyebrows.
"We want to know what’s behind them,
their real intentions, what they want with
the children," said Sergeant Sukich Surin
of the Tourist Police. "The Thai government
is very concerned about this now."

What is Thai style?
May 15, 2004
Categories: 2Bangkok News
What is Thai style? – Business
Times, May 15, 2004
…This appealing and tremendously popular
look experienced a growth spurt over a relatively
short period, developing into a global trend,
but almost inevitably, it also led to over-exposure
as Thai Style was exported – practically wholesale
– all over the world, with varying degrees
of success. While it still carries a pleasing
aesthetic quality, especially when properly
and sensitively executed, those in search
of something more elusive – such as outright
originality – have started to look elsewhere.
Thailand’s reputation as a centre for Asian
craftsmanship remains undiminished and the
design-conscious crowd still flocks to Thailand
in droves, but Thai Style itself has morphed
into something completely different. There
has been a gradual shift towards a less conventional,
more contemporary approach to interior design,
spearheaded by a group of progressive young
Thai designers who have recognised the need
to stop living the cliche, as it were, and
to start thinking BIG – as in the Bangkok
International Gift Fair, the long-running
and highly successful trade event that has
become the premier showcase for interesting
new ideas in the lucrative product design,
home accessory and decorative item industries.

Knife fighting classes
May 16, 2004
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Knife
fighting classes – The Nation,
May 16, 2004
Carleton wrote about knife-fighting classes being given
at the Bangkok
Fight Club: …"Self-defence is always something
useful for a guy like myself who travels around the world
and goes out late at night drinking and may wander down
dark streets," says Mike, an English-teaching American
in Bangkok who wants to have better awareness of his person
in uncomfortable situations and be better equipped to deal
with unsavoury characters – like the quick-fingered
katoey who lifted his wallet in an alley the night before
the seminar.

Bangkok Post covers the Black May anniversary
May 16, 2004
Categories: Black May 1992
Royal Hotel remembered as safe haven – Bangkok Post, May 16, 2004
…In particular, Mr Issara said he would never forget the morning of May 19, when security forces combed
the hotel in search of protesters.
After the security forces had left, more than 40 suspects emerged from their hiding places at the hotel,
looking dazed and confused. “I don’t know who they were, or which side they belonged to,” he said. “All I
thought was, they would have been arrested if we allowed them to walk out of the hotel in their condition.”
So, Mr Issara provided them with hotel uniforms for waiters, bell boys, drivers and cleaners, and staff
badges to use in the event they were stopped by police.
Shortly after, the hotel was showered with bouquets of flowers and thank-you notes from grateful parents…
The hotel is inarguably steeped in recent history. During the 1973 uprising, a young Praphat Panyachartrak
stood under a tamarind tree outside the hotel, wielding a club while surrounded by soldiers. He later became
a cabinet minister under Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, until a recent reshuffle.
Site remains top rallying point – Recent history raises stature of 3-star hotel – Bangkok Post, May 16, 2004
…Mr Suwit said many activists hold the hotel in special regard.
"It is a kind of ever-lasting bond after surviving these crises,” he said adding several of his foreign
colleagues had chosen to stay at the hotel when visiting Bangkok because of its history.
Women’s Rights Protection Centre chairwoman Supensri Pungkoaksoong said she was impressed with the
hotel staff’s attitude, particularly toward the poor.
"Many of those who attend our workshops are underprivileged, but they use this hotel without fear of being
looked down upon,” she said.
Relatives say govt reluctant to help – Bangkok Post, May 16, 2004

Blue Dragon – May 17, 2004
May 17, 2004
Categories: Gem Scam
Latest report from Blue Dragon – May 17, 2004
A victim of the scam reports: …I decided to come to your beautiful country for holiday. I was
enjoying your culture and having a fantastic time until my last day. I was walking down the
street near your tourist palace, and two friendly gentlemen walked up to me. They began to
discuss with me how I should see the various markets and beaches, as well as ask me about sites
in my country. They told me of a couple places that "I couldn’t miss my last day in Bangkok."
They began to say that it was a very special day for tourists, "It was the only day tourists are
able to go see the Sleeping Buddha." I was very interested so they called a tuk tuk over to take
me there and on a little tour for only 10 Baht. I thanked them and got on the tuk tuk to head over
to Sleeping Buddha. I was walking around inside where the reside and I was approached by a
kind man that said he was a teacher there. He gave me a long history lesson and again began to
say that it was a very special day for tourists to see secret Thai temples and also buy gems tax
free wholesale. He said I must go to the Blue Dragon Factory Export Center Co.,LTD (LookLuang Road, Mananak, Dutsit, Bangkok 10300 Thailand) to buy some gems for my mother. He
said they are a fraction of the cost that they are in my country. Me being very trusting because of
us being in a secret temple believed the man. I headed up the street to the Blue Dragon store and
proceeded to purchase a ring and bracelet for my mother and girlfriend for 103,000 Baht. They
even gave me certificates and a car to ride around town for the rest of the day. I even told the
nice driver at the end of the day that Thais are much more friendly and polite than Americans,
and now I understand why he frowned from guilt. I got home and showed my friend who owns a
jewelry store and he told me that I had been deceived. The value is 1/10th of what was paid for
the jewelry. This is the first time in my life I have ever been made to feel so betrayed by another
person. I don’t expect you to do anything about this I just thought that I would inform you of my
distaste and also thought you could maybe write an article to inform other tourists to be very
aware of this very unpleasant mishap from occurring to them. I wish that I wanted to come back
to Bangkok but I don’t know if I could ever bring myself to do so. I hope you at least make more
people aware of this scam somehow.
More on the Gem Scam & maps to the scam stores

Jula Thes
May 17, 2004
Categories: Sports
Jula Thes – May
17, 2004
The Nation has an intriguing article: Buying
Liverpool – an impeachable offence? Someone named "Jula
Thes" suggests the Prime Minister should be impeached
over the Liverpool deal. The author is described as "a
long-time observer of Thai politics and Constitutional law
reform." We could only find one other article by this
person (Constitution
Court must clarify precedents, August 10, 2001). Is
the name a pseudonym? Anyone know who this person is?

Threats against human rights defenders
May 17, 2004
Categories: Human Rights
Threats against human rights defenders – Amnesty International, May 17, 2004
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Note: This is not meant to be a comprehensive
history of the Black May events. Like any civil
disturbances, there are many individual accounts
of the events. This is mine. – Ron Morris,
Webmaster, 2Bangkok.com

Part I – Background & A night on the bridge
May 17, 1992
(Posted on 2Bangkok.com on May 18, 2004)
Background
On February 23, 1991, the military, led by Sunthorn Kongsompong, staged a bloodless coup and installed a
group of generals called the National Peacekeeping Council to administer the country. The constitution was
abolished and martial law imposed. This coup happened during the first days of the Gulf War invasion and
was overshadowed by news of the war in the international press. The main coup generals were from Class 5–
cadets from the same class that stick together as they move through the ranks.
As the coup occurred, all television channels showed the army TV station logo and occasionally a tape of a
person, surrounded by menacing army personnel, reading a statement admitting he was involved in an
assassination conspiracy (this was one of the reasons the generals said they had to take power).
There was not a large amount of popular dissent at the time. The Chatchai Choonhavan government that was
overthrown was notable as the being the first government to take power in a peaceful handover from one
democratically elected government to another. Together with the Prem Tinsulanonda government which it
succeeded, it was largely responsible for Thailand’s economic miracle that created the Thailand most are
familiar with today. However, the Chatchai government was perceived as corrupt and the Thai experiment
with democracy was very young.
After the coup, disruption to everyday life was brief. A popular and credible interim Prime Minister–Anand
Panyarachun–was installed. As a former Thai ambassador to the U.N., U.S., and Canada, he was well-known

and liked internationally. Besides the veneer of respectability he gave the regime, his brief tenure was notable
for allowing awareness of HIV prevention to be widely disseminated for the first time.
To cater to foreigners, a number of reforms were implemented, such as work permits in 30 days and abolition
of the notorious procedure that required foreign businessmen to buy places in line to bribe officials to get a
tax certificate before leaving the country. Today, foreigners are aware of corruption and may come into
contact with it, but before the coup, the tax certificate system insured every foreigner was intimately aware
and complicit in bribe giving and taking.
Cracking down on unions seemed to be a priority of the new regime. State labour unions were abolished and
one of the more notable excesses was the unexplained disappearance of labour activist Thanong Po-an.
New elections were held in May 1992, and the public quickly labeled political parties as good or evil
depending on which rushed to support the generals’ agendas.
After the elections, a strange series of events culminated in one of the coup leaders, Suchinda Kraprayoon,
being appointed prime minister. The opposition kept the pressure on the government to appoint an elected
person to be prime minister citing previous promises from Suchinda that he would not take the post.
The appointment of Suchinda gave the opposition the issue they needed–an unelected prime minister boldly
taking the top post in government after innumerable denials that the generals intended to keep power.
A series of demonstrations against the government centered around Sanam Luang and were led by activist
students. Eventually the protests attracted many common folk and paralyzed the city as the Sanam Luang and
Rachadamneorn Road areas were occupied by police and protesters for many days.
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Above left: Los Angeles, California, May 1992 – Humvees roam the streets
Above right: Los Angeles, California, May 1992 – Smoke from fires set by looters nears Beverly Hills
A night on the bridge – Sunday, May 17, 1992
Los Angeles had riots and looting the week before. Now, on the opposite side of the world, Bangkok was in a
near-crisis situation over the appointment of a non-elected coup general as Prime Minister.
Censorship had been imposed, but most papers published as usual. The Bangkok Post bowed to the ban, but
published with areas of white space where the banned news would have been. For some reason this is often
praised as a sign of courage.
On the afternoon of May 17, 200,000 protesters walked down Rajadamneorn Avenue from Sanam Luang,
apparently on their way to the parliament building. (Protest leaders have written extensively in English about
the ebb and flow of the protests that led up to this point. See Labour Against Dictatorship, Somsak Kosaisuk,
published by Fredrich Ebert Stiftung, Labour Museum Project, and Arom Pongpangan Foundation, no

copyright information). Troops arrived and set up barbed wire on strategic bridges that would have led out of
Rattanakosin Island area to bar the way of the protesters.

Soldiers from the 1st Combat
Engineer Battalion arrive at the
bridge (right) and prepare to set up
barbed wire.
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About this time, the bridge over Banglampoo Canal on Samsen Road was also sealed off. Angry residents
besieged the troops there by lining up motorcycles and blowing exhaust at them. The troops set up mounds
of barbed wire and stayed most of the night. Limited foot traffic was allowed to pass over the bridge and
other footbridges on the canal were open. It seemed the blockade was more of a show of force to prevent
larger crowds from passing and affirming army/governmental control of the situation.

Cheap helmets and wicker
shields (left). In an unusual
parallel to the riots in Los
Angeles, it was later
discovered that no government
organization had much in way
of a plan or equipment to deal
with civil unrest. In Los
Angeles it resulted in the
government being paralyzed
and doing nothing. In Bangkok
it resulted in shooting
demonstrators.
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The crowd gets more rowdy as motorcyclists arrive and spray exhaust at the soldiers in an attempt to
provoke them.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The flag is brought out.
Left: Some of the protesters
attempt to stop motorcyclists from
blowing exhaust into the soldiers.
Later in the night both the
protesters and the soldiers seemed
to spontaneously disperse. The
barbed wire was pulled back and
the bridge was reopened.
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Part II – Crossing the lines

Tale of two newspapers: Censure Debate
May 20, 2004
Categories: A Tale of Two Newspapers
Tale of two newspapers: Censure Debate – May 20, 2004
The Post mentions that all parties must "play by the rules" in a secondary article about the censure debate.
The Nation leads with a screaming "Censure Outrage" headline. Contrast the Abhisit ‘quotes.’
NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION: Censure outrage
– The Nation, May 20, 2004
The censure debate deteriorated into a tumultuous
Suchart escapes censure – Bangkok Post, May 20,
farce yesterday when the House speaker and one of
2004
his deputies sided with government MPs in their
The government and the opposition had to "play by
controversial attempts to shield key Cabinet
the rules" last night, citing the constitution and
members and Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawa-tra
parliamentary meeting regulations in their
from stinging opposition attacks…
arguments over whether Deputy Prime Minister
“Does this mean you can do whatever you like as a
Suchart Jaovisidha could be grilled over his alleged
Cabinet member, as you can always get away with it
involvement in irregularities during his spell as
after a Cabinet reshuffle?” Deputy Democrat leader
finance minister…
Abhisit Vejjajiva asked Somsak. “This is a very
Democrat MP Abhisit Vejjajiva said the "verdict"
dangerous precedent.”…
would affect the parliamentary system and future
Meanwhile, Parliament was buzzing with rumours
censure debates.
yesterday that some government MPs had each been
paid Bt50,000 by a senior government official to
disrupt the debate by protesting.

Updated monastic code warns against too much internet
May 20, 2004
Categories: Local Beliefs
Updated monastic code warns against too
much internet – May 20, 2004
From Boingboing.net: The updated Pratimoksha (Buddhist Monastic
Code) via Vietnamese Buddhist sources was posted
on the net and has direction about spending too much
idle time on the net:
44. A bhikshu who has his private e-mail account with
the result that he spends an inordinate amount of time in
making unnecessary communications or communications which
foster attachment commits an offence for which he must express
regret…
46. A bhikshu who plays electronic games including those
on the computer, commits an offence for which he must express
regret.

Tearing down the Siam Intercontinental Hotel
May 21, 2004
Categories: Buildings
Back to Siam Intercontinental
Hotel/Paragon main page
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September 6, 2002
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September 9, 2002
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September 13, 2002
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September 17, 2002
The famous peaked roof of the Siam Intercontinental Hotel being dismantled.
We have received a big response to this photo. Among the comments: “obscene,” “appalling,” and “how can
they be doing this when Thailand still does not have an art museum?”
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September 26, 2002
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September 26, 2002 – Demolished!
The roofing tiles have been pulled up and stacked on the famous roof of
the Siam Intercontinental. Thai
Obayashi Corporation Ltd. is doing the demolition. Check out their major
projects page.
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September 27, 2002
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September 30, 2002
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September 27, 2002
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October 3, 2002
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October 7, 2002
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October 14, 2002

October 3, 2002
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October 15, 2002
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October 15, 2002
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October 18, 2002
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October 21, 2002
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October 21, 2002
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October 25, 2002
Back to Siam Intercontinental
Hotel/Paragon main page

Construction progress
– December 10, 2003
Some readers have have asked what’s going on at the
Paragon construction
site–so here it is. On the right side in the distance is
the construction
of the Pratunam Center. See also Bangkok’s
Crucible of Construction
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Above and below: February 26, 2004
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Latest Paragon construction site photo
– May 21, 2004

(Photo: Nils)
Latest Paragon construction site photo
– October 11, 2004
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‘The Glorious Phenomenon’ –
8:25am, December 9, 2005
An orchestra and the press assembles for the opening of the Paragon
Friday morning. A thread on the Paragon is here.
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Back
to Siam Intercontinental Hotel/Paragon main page
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Part II – Crossing the lines
Morning, May 18, 1992
(Posted on 2Bangkok.com on May 21, 2004)
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The next day I walked to work. This took me from the Dusit area through Banglampoo and over to Sao
Ching Cha. Here I am on the bridge over Banglampoo Canal. The barbed wire was pulled back from the
night before and traffic has returned to normal.
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Tanao Road closed with barbed wire. Foreigners could pass through though.

Present day: Tanao Road in May 2003 (left). There has
been a concerted effort in recent years to keep vintage
shop houses freshly painted.
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Protesters occupying Ratchadamnoen Avenue and Tanao Road (Kok Wua intersection). The southeast corner
(right side of the photo) is now the site of the monument dedicated to those who died in the October 13, 1973

protests.

Present day: The October 14 Memorial (right) to honor protesters
killed in the October 14, 1973 uprisings against the government is now
located on the corner of Ratchadamnoen Avenue and Tanao Road.
After the events of May 1992, newly emboldened activists pressed for
an October 13 memorial on the prominent site where the the burned-out
Revenue Department building was located (opposite the end of Sanam
Luang).
Many powerful people absolutely objected to such a prominent location
and the monument’s implicit criticism of Thailand’s army-dominated
past.
The Kok Wua intersection plot was suggested instead. However, it was
already occupied by low-income lottery vendors who were sure to
vigorously protest their eviction.
(Photo:
Eventually the lottery site was vacated and the lottery sellers were
2Bangkok.com)
moved to the Revenue Department building site.
In this photo (from October 13, 2003), workers get ready to install a
crystal to ignite a flame for the memorial dedication. The crystal
shattered, leaving local observers (who take great stock in omens) to
conclude it was not a good sign for democracy.
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Another view of protesters at the Ratchadamnoen Avenue and Tanao Road intersection. Note the Englishlanguage banner. The age of CNN news influence had just started the year before when world attention
focused on the first Gulf War. Protesters made signs in various languages to cater to the handful of foreign
journalists covering the events.
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Planters blocking off Tanao Street.

Thousands of troops and
protesters milling around–
as a foreigner I was
allowed to cross all lines
and barriers and no one
seemed to even notice me.
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A German-language banner

Phone booth graffiti: "Prime Minister must come election only.
Suchinda you are dictator."
Before this time, graffiti in Bangkok was relatively rare (in any
language). For a few years after the 1992 events, it seemed
graffiti and vandalism were more common–possibly because of
the social disaffection that resulted from the events.
(Photo:
2Bangkok.com)
After crossing
Ratchadamnoen Avenue, I
arrived to work.

After a few hours at work,
rumors began circulating
among students and staff
that the military was
moving in many more
troops. The school began
to spontaneously clear
out.
I decided to leave at
1:00pm so I could pass
back over
Ratchadamneorn Avenue
and return home while I
could.
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Part III – A hot afternoon

City of Ghosts
May 22, 2004
Categories: Film and TV
City of Ghosts
– May 22, 2004
Don points out Gordon
Sharpless’ review of City of Ghosts shot in Phnom Pehn.

Singapore Integrated Mass Transit System 2004
May 23, 2004
Categories: Mass Transit, Singapore
See also Future Bangkok mass transit map
See also previous Bangkok master plan maps from 1995, 2000, 2001, & 2003
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Part III – A hot afternoon
May 18, 1992
(Posted on 2Bangkok.com on May 24, 2004)
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At 1:00 pm I left work and walked along Ratchadamnoen Avenue. It was a blazing hot day and people had
mostly retreated to the shade.
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There was quite a bit of debris
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Present day: Ratchadamnoen Avenue is much
more touristy now with McDonalds and other
lively restaurants on three corners of the
Democracy Monument roundabout.
In 1992 most of old buildings along
Ratchadamnoen were run down and occupied
by long-term lease holders with no shops that
catered to people walking along the street
(such as restaurant or groceries).
The photo above shows Ratchadamnoen
Avenue buildings newly painted for the
September, 2003 APEC meeting.
Right is a screen capture from the 1940s that
shows the Ratchadamnoen Avenue buildings
under construction in the background.
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Dinso Road – protesters confronting the army
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There were probably 10,000-15,000 camped out in front of Phan Fa
Bridge.
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Above: Sheets of plastic were spread out over the crowds to provide shade.
Left: Protesters taking a mid-afternoon nap.

Protesters on the
Mahakan Fort
overlooking the
Phan Fa Bridge.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Present day: Right, the fort dramatically lit for Loy
Kratong 2003 with the Golden Mount in the background.
Mahakan Fort and the community behind it are slated to
become a tourist park.
The other extant city fort is Prasumen Fort.
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Several sour characters like this one in the white jacket (left) were
taking closeup photos of protesters in what seemed to be an attempt
to intimidate. Whoever this was has a photo of me. He did not like
having his picture taken though.
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The front
lines on
Phan Fa
Bridge.
Since this
time the
bridge as
been
expanded
with extra
lanes. This
makes it
much less of
a choke
point to
prevent
people from
heading
towards the
Parliament
Building
and
Government
House
areas.
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Another shot through the

front lines. This was one
place I tried to pass by, but
was stopped.
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Protester holding on to ornamental sculpture on Phan Fa Bridge
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Trees around Phan Fa Bridge had what appeared to be lookouts or possibly snipers.
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Despite the sporadic violence of the previous day, there was a relaxed atmosphere and no one seemed
worried.
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Chumlong Sirmuang – leader of Palang Dharma Party and one of the protest leaders.
Throughout the day as I walked through the crowds it was as if I was invisible–no one
acknowledged me. When I got up close and photographed Chumlong, he was the only
person who seemed to see me. He at first looked suspiciously at me and then gave me
an uncertain smile and nod.

Present day: What happened to the Palang Dharma Party?
The Palang Dharma Party was started in 1988 and led by the charismatic Chumlong Sirmuang. It
became a major, but short-lived, populist movement. Some were put off by the unorthodox teachings
of the Santi Asoke sect (of which Chumlong was a member), but overall Chumlong is remembered
as one of the first modern political personalities who attempted to demonstrate honesty and integrity
as selling points for his candidacy.
After the events of May 1992, the Palang Dharma Party reached the zenith of its power by
participating in several coalition governments. However it quickly dissolved–both because of the
mercurial and eccentric Chumlong’s uncertain commitment to politics and his choice to head the
party in his stead–a young billionaire named Thaksin Shinawatra.
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As the afternoon wore on, more protesters retreated to the shade to rest.
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Handing out rambutan to refresh the crowd.

A rearguard line of soldiers at Kok Wua intersection to prevent
protesters from returning to Sanam Luang.
Part IV – The shooting starts
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Media fan anti-Thai feelings in Phnom Penh
May 24, 2004
Categories: Cambodia
Media
fan anti-Thai feelings in Phnom Penh –
The Nation, May 24, 2004
…The latest victim was Thai Ambassador to Cambodia
Piyawat Niyomrerks, who gave an interview to a group of
Khmer-language dailies on the important role of the Thai
and Cambodian media in bilateral ties.
Some of the dailies, however, regarded the envoy’s comments
as insulting and demanded he issue an apology. The demands
were all made by papers affiliated with the Sam Rainsy Party.
The SRP has a history of exploiting nationalistic feelings
against Vietnam, claiming the neighbouring country has invaded
Khmer territory and that Cambodia is being overrun with
Vietnamese. Now, it appears to be trying the tactic with
Thailand.
The Cambodian media’s criticism of Thailand has intensified
since the general election in July last year failed to produce
a coalition government of the major parties, the Cambodia
People’s Party, Funcinpec and the SRP. Some observers say
Thailand has been targeted by the Cambodian political parties
through the media in an effort to drum up more popular support
to increase their leverage at the negotiating table. Arousing
feelings of nationalism is a common tactic here that often
brings successful results.

Sofitel Riverside
May 25, 2004
Categories: Buildings
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Sofitel Riverside – May
25, 2004
People often ask about this striking derelict property on the Chao Phraya
River. We have had news about it ready to post since August, 2003, but
we have been trying to verify rumors about the project–that BMA did
not give the final approval for the building or that it is sinking because
of shallow foundation pins. However, 2Bangkok.com has found no evidence
that any of these widely circulated stories are true.
The circumstances of the original abandonment of the project are unclear.
Since the project was suspended in 1996, a year before the economic
meltdown, there must have been something wrong with either the creditors
or the contractors who handled the construction. It should be noted
though that failed highrise projects were not uncommon even before the
1997 meltdown. This was mostly due to liberal loans given to novice
developers who were unable to complete projects.
Sofitel still managed to make a joint venture with Central Pattana (the
holding company of Central Group) to run the Central Lad Phrao Hotel
as well as the Hua Hin Railway Hotel (the building still belongs to
SRT, but Central Group and Sofitel have made a long lease with SRT).
(Thanks to Wisarut and Pas for contributing information on this project.)
Hilton
to revive `ghost’ into five-star – Bangkok Post,
May 25, 2004
The 32-storey property, designed with 550 rooms
and managed
by Accor under the Sofitel brand, will be renovated
into a five-star

hotel under Hilton International’s Millennium Hilton
brand…
Mr Pongsiri said the hotel was scheduled to open by
the second
quarter of next year. He also insisted there had been
no problem
with cracking or land subsidence at the site, as had
been rumoured
for years.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Former
Sofitel gets fresh funds – Knight Frank Research,
July 28-August 3, 2003
Amarin-led group to pump in Bt1.4 bn to revive project. The former
Sofitel Riverside hotel, left uncompleted before the 1997 financial
crash, will be revived after a new group of investors agreed to
inject Bt1.4 billion in fresh funds into the project. Its single
largest creditor, the state-owned Thai Asset Management Corp (TAMC),
said that after considering several bids it had picked Thai Real
Estate Restructuring mutual fund as the new investor group for the
hotel, situated on the Thon Buri bank of the Chao Phya River. The
new partner will inject new capital for the completion of the 32-storey
property. The contract with the new group, formed by Amarin Group
and foreign investors, was |signed earlier this month. Ten years
ago TWY Property Co opened the site for a 32-floor hotel with 550
rooms and three plaza towers in Klongsan District, facing the Royal
Orchid Sheraton Hotel on the Bangkok side. The project was 85 per
cent complete when it was suspended in 1996.
Hotel Sofitel gains reprieve
– Bangkok Post, July 24, 2003
The derelict Hotel Sofitel, a casualty of the economic crisis
located on a prime site along the Chao Phraya River, has been given
a new lease on life in a 1.4-billion-baht restructuring deal under
the Thai Asset Management Corp.
The Thai Real Estate Restructuring Fund, a venture between the Amarin
Group and foreign investors, was named the winning bidder for the
restructuring deal between the TAMC and TWY Property.
The fund will pay off debt worth 956.67 million baht to the TAMC,
with 813.17 million paid in cash on the transfer date. The balance
of 143.5 million baht will be paid in the form of 9.6 million units
in the Thai Real Estate Restructuring Fund.
A put option to sell the units is also offered at a price of 143.5
million baht. TAMC managing director Somjate Moosirilert expressed
satisfaction at the successful conclusion of the deal.
"I am happy to see the search for a new investor come to a
success," he said, adding that the high number of bids from
both local and foreign investors represented a vote of confidence
in the economy and the strong potential of TAMC assets for future
development.
TWY Property was established in 1992 to develop the Hotel Sofitel,
envisioned as a 32-storey, 550-room five-star hotel located on the

west bank of the river.
Construction work on the hotel ceased in 1996. The total new investment
to complete the project is estimated at around 1.4 billion baht.
Total debt owed by TWY stands at 2.94 billion baht.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Okinawa-based Marines join forces with Thai troops at Cobra Gold
’04
May 25, 2004
Categories: Thai Military
Okinawa-based
Marines join forces with Thai troops at Cobra Gold ’04
– Stars and Stripes, May 25, 2004
US and Royal Thai Marines
— fought an imaginary enemy in an operation dubbed
Ironfist — part of the Cobra Gold exercise.
Six thousand Marines are in Thailand for Cobra Gold 2004,
including 4,000 from the Okinawa-based 3rd Marine Division
and 2,000 from Okinawa’s 31st Marine Expeditionary
Unit.
Elements of the 3rd Marine Division’s Combat Engineers
Company and Combat Assault Battalion assembled Sunday
as Task Force Ironfist for the live-fire shoot at Bahn
Chen Krem, deep in the jungle of southern Thailand.
The exercise involved simultaneous breaches of two minefields
protected by berms and “enemy infantry” dug
in on high ground behind them. The operation began with
a diversionary attack by US amphibious assault vehicles
(AAVs) designed to distract the enemy’s attention
from the mine-clearing operations…
“I like driving and running over stuff,” he
said.

What happened to the Peoples’ Progress supplement?
May 25, 2004
Categories: Human Rights
What happened to the Peoples’ Progress
supplement? – May 25, 2004
The Bangkok Post‘s special
supplement on the events of October 1973, Peoples’
Progress, was one of the most comprehensive examinations
of what has changed since the watershed protests.
It was especially notable for mentioning events and
issues rarely reported in English such as the ‘red
drum massacres,’ the Thai labor movement as a spent
force, local politics remaining powerless, and modern
media turning its back on grassroots issues.
Strangely enough, while other Post specials
remain linked on their front page for years after
publication, Peoples’ Progress has already
disappeared from the site (but the broken link
is still on the front
page).
It is entirely possible that the articles are somewhere
else on the chaotic and ever-changing Post
site, but we have been unable to locate them or get
anyone at the Post to comment on this. It is
notable that the editor of Peoples’ Progress
was Veera Prateepchaikul, the Post editor later
fired
due to government pressure.

Democrat Party campaign song
May 26, 2004
Categories: Thai Politics
Democrat Party campaign
song – May 26, 2004
In the 2Bangkok.com
forum ‘ttaaee’ translated and commented on the Democrats’
campaign song:
…I guess they’re trying to reach young voters by using
this song, Mueang Kong Rao (Our City or Our Bangkok) written
by a famous pop song composer, Boy Kosiyapong, and sung
by the candidate from the Democrat party himself, Apirak
Kosayothin. I guess it works right on the target since I’ve
already got 2 emails from my friends (younger ones, of course)
telling me about this song.
Visit the campaign website, Our
Bangkok (in Thai). Listen to the song, Our
Bangkok (in Thai, as well)
Roughly translated version of the song:
Have you ever
had this question:
When our city will be livable and beautiful
Where smiles can be found everywhere on the streets
Where all bad news in the newspapers are so short
Where heartwarming can be felt everywhere
It’s all up to us (our generation)
if we want to make it happen
It’s all up to us, let’s not wait for anyone else
If we’d start today,
The day our dream comes true wouldn’t be too far
There is no us nor them (no discrimination)
We’ll all live together like a big family
Where you’ll be comforted when you’re down
Wouldn’t you like that?

Grand plans for shopping square
May 26, 2004
Categories: Buildings
Grand
plans for shopping square – The
Nation, May 26, 2004
This news about a Bangkok Champs-Elysee (first proposed
in 1997) and revival of the Royal
Rajdamri in the Crucible
of Construction seems to come up every four months or
so and here it is again: Leading hoteliers and shopping-centre
operators around Rajprasong Intersection have joined forces
in an attempt to turn the area into a Thai version of Paris’s
Champs-Elysee, London’s Oxford Street and Singapore’s
Orchard Road…
In 2002 when Thailand welcomed 9 million tourists, half
of them shopped at Rajprasong, helping the area generate
Bt92 billion out of total tourism revenue of Bt323 billion.
In the same year, Oxford Street welcomed 8.5 million shoppers,
the Champs-Elysee 8 million and Orchard Road 6.4 million.
To cash in on the cooperation, Maneeya Group will revive
the construction of a five-star hotel – Royal Rajdamri
– which had been shelved since the 1997 economic crisis,
managing director MR Tinasakti Saktidej Hanubandh said.
More on the Crucible
of Construction

Amnesty International: Thailand’s three-month anti-drugs
campaign leads to 2,245 deaths
May 26, 2004
Categories: Human Rights, Thaksin's War on Drugs, The Thaksin Years
Thailand
mentioned in Amnesty report – Amnesty
International, May 26, 2004
The government launched a three-month anti-drugs campaign
in February, during which 2,245 people were killed, according
to police reports. The authorities claimed that the vast
majority of deaths were as a result of drug traffickers
killing one another, rather than killings by the police.
Four people were executed during the year, all by lethal
injection, which replaced the firing squad as a method of
execution in October. Groups such as land rights activists,
people opposing infrastructure projects, tribal people and
migrant workers continued to face abuses and were not adequately
protected by the government.
Also: How many died in the Thai drug purges? 2275, 2245, 1329, or 72?

QH to resume Sathon project
May 26, 2004
Categories: Buildings
QH to resume Sathon project – Bangkok Post,
May 26, 2004
This is that extreme derelict project (just a few stories
completed) on the corner of South Sathorn Road: Listed
developer Quality Houses Plc (QH) plans to spend 1.6 billion
baht to resume construction of its suspended office building
in the Lumphini area, which by 2006 is expected to generate
annual revenue of 300 million baht, says CEO Rutt Phanijphand.
The company yesterday signed an agreement to hire Italian-Thai
Development Plc to finish the Q House Lumphini project,
located on the corner of South Sathon Road close to the
Thai-Belgium Bridge. Work has already been started and is
scheduled to be completed by the end of 2005.
Work on the three-billion-baht office building, about 10%
completed, had been suspended after the 1997 economic crisis…

Gay Isaan movie wins hearts, prize at Cannes
May 26, 2004
Categories: Film and TV
Thai
film at Cannes – May 26, 2004
Don points this article about the highly unusual decision
by the Cannes jury to explain its choices to reporters.
Here’s what was said about the Thai film that won a jury
prize: …The jury did not reveal individual votes but
hinted at some differences. Its jury prize for the Thai
film "Sud Pralad," which sharply divided Cannes
audiences, also split the jury, "but some of us were
moved by that film to a staggering degree," Tarantino
said, and so dissenters on the jury respected their passion.
Earlier:
Gay
Isaan movie wins hearts, prize at Cannes
– The Nation, May 24, 2004
…"Tropical Malady" stood out from the other
19 films in competition because of its personal, less-commercial
style, critics said.
Earlier:
News from Cannes – May 21, 2003
Don points out the latest
comments from the Cannes Film Festival: Two other
official entries left me more than indifferent. Both "Sud
Pralad," from Thailand, and "Woman Is the Future
of Man," from Korea, were reluctant to reveal a structure
or purpose, and meandered through artsy nothingness. The
Korean film at least centers on three characters we’re free
to speculate about as they drift through a reunion, but
the Thai film was a meditation on portentous but incoherent
themes.
Earlier: Thai
debut in Cannes competition bewilders critics –
Reuters, May 18, 2004
Thailand made its debut in the Cannes film festival competition
Tuesday but the surreal jungle allegory "Tropical Malady"
left critics bemused.
Some walked out of the press screening, others booed at
the end of a movie that clearly bewildered them…

Fate of the ex-Maeklong Railroad Stock
May 27, 2004
Categories: Thai Railroads
Fate of the ex-Maeklong railroad stock
– May 27, 2004
Main Thai Railways/SRT page
Maeklong railway news
Robert M. Boer of Rail Asia tells the story of the fate of the ex-Maeklong
railroad stock.

As I wrote in the story about the two
Henschel diesel engines, there also stood an old steam
locomotive (left, No. 11 4-6-2 Henschel 22403-1952,
taken 29.03.1986) in the Ban Laem yard that was in a
very dilapidated situation.
Two engines were delivered in 1952. They were the last
steam
engines ever made for Thailand and the Meaklong
Railway
Compagnie (MRC).
(Photo: Robert M. Boer)

A year later I was lucky enough
to be on
the spot when they were shifting
the steam engine and both
diesel engines to an unknown
destination (right, No
11 without the tender, taken
25.04.1987).

(Photo: Robert M. Boer)

(Photo: Robert M. Boer)
Diesel railcar No D7 shifting the steamer with
the Henschel diesels (D1, D2) in the background (above, taken
25.04.1987).

After shifting the trains waiting for further
transport (left, taken 25.04.1987).

(Photo: Robert M. Boer)

(Photo: Robert M. Boer)

Years later the rusty machine with a bunch of
old goods wagons (rusty as well) were parked near Road 323 from
Kanchanaburi, not far from the Hellfire Pass memorial site, in
front of the entrance of the "Home Phu Thoey" resort
(above, taken 02.03.1993).

(Photo: Robert M. Boer)
The owner of this site was once befriended by
Sir Edward Dunlop (Weary), a medical hero during the construction
of the Burma Railway.
He build a special memorial in honor of the man and thus the locomotive
was moved from the roadside to a new home–Weary Dunlop Park–where
it still stands today (above, taken 29.03.2001).

The other machine (No. 12 4-6-2 Henschel
22404–1952) was moved to Pattaya and
served as part
of train coach that was transformed into a
hotel. This was
in 1991 and I have not been to Pattaya again,
so who knows
where the rolling stock of the Maeklong
Railway eventually
will end up (right, 04.05.1991).
(Photo: Robert M. Boer)

(Photo: Robert M. Boer)
Fate of the
Meaklong Railway
locomotives – May 11, 2004
Robert M. Boer of Rail Asia writes: First of all I like the
website 2Bangkok, especially the subjects about trams, trains
and other modes of public transport. As an author and photographer
on these subjects I built a substantial archive during the last
20 years, each year I stayed about three months in Thailand.
I came across an article earlier this year about the two Henschel
locomotives of the Meaklong Railway.
More technical details I cannot provide beside these two pictures
on the Ban Laem yard shoot on the 29th of April in 1986.

(Photo: Robert M. Boer)

By that time also one of the last delivered
steam engines (also Henschel 22403 -1952 Nr.11) was still
in
the yard but in a very dilapidated situation. However, a year
later on April 25th 1987, the machine was shifted for
transport
and as far I can remember, also both diesel engines Nr.D1
and
D2.
Beyond that date I never saw them again except for the
steam
engine… It was put on the roadside (323) near the entrance
to the Home Phu Thoey resort in Sai Yok between Sai Yok
Noi
waterfall and the Hell Fire pass.
Later it moved to where the owner built a special museum
in
remembrance of Warry Dunlop, a survivor of the hell called
the
Burma railroad enterprise.

Main Thai Railways/SRT
page
Maeklong railway
news

A Tale of Two Websites: Dueling Political Parties
May 27, 2004
Categories: A Tale of Two Newspapers
A tale of two websites – The Nation, May 27, 2004
The Nation has a "tale of two websites" about dueling political party websites: …For the first time, both
parties used their websites to launch attacks and counterattacks against one another.
The Democrat Party’s website screamed: “Parliament taken over, opposition gagged”, minutes after
Democrat MPs staged a walkout to protest what they described as the Thai Rak Thai-led government’s unfair
allotment of air time during the Thaksin administration’s annual performance review, which started
yesterday.
The Thai Rak Thai’s website hit back: “Cheap shot! Democracy undermined by irresponsible, unreasonable
opposition.”
The Post mentions that all parties must "play by the rules" in a secondary article about the censure debate.
The Nation leads with a screaming "Censure Outrage" headline.
Also: Democrat Party: Policies ‘will finally bankrupt economy’ – The Nation, May 26, 2004
Due to the populist policies, the country had accumulated a high level of debt that may threaten the
Kingdom’s future economic stability, Democrat party-list MP Sansern Samalapa said.
Government debt has not only increased to close to 50 per cent of gross national product, but loans at stateowned financial institutions have ballooned by 185 per cent from Bt350 billion three years ago to Bt1 trillion
as of last December. This off-budget spending was not reported as government debt…
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Part V – Ian Neumegen
(Posted on 2Bangkok.com on May 30, 2004)
There were many people killed and injured during the Black May disturbances. Since Ian
Neumegen was shot near me and there is little about him on the net (or documented elsewhere),
here is some info on his life and death.
Ian Neumegen was from New Zealand. He was 40 years old and had lived in Thailand for 12
years (some sources say 14 years). He assisted the Office of the Supreme Patriarch’s Secretary
and translated Buddhist works including writings by HRH The Princess Mother.
Human Rights Watch reported: "He was shot by an M-16 in the back of his neck shortly after
leaving the monastery where he lived to go out for dinner with a friend."
AFP, May 20, 1992: "In Wellington, Foreign Minister Don McKinnon summoned Thai charge
d’affaires Artaporn Puthikampol to protest at the killing of New Zealand schoolteacher Ian
Neumegen in the riots. McKinnon later said a second, unidentified New Zealander had been
shot in the Thai riots and was fighting for his life Wednesday in a Bangkok hospital."
As usual, the Bangkok Post had its facts wrong, as recently as 1997 reporting him as "Ian
Newmeken – Australian." (Those killed during the May uprising of May 17-21, 1992, Bangkok
Post, May 19, 1997)
HM The King sponsored the funeral ceremony.

Above:
Ian
Neumegen

The Rudiments of Mental-Collectedness
His Majesty King Bhunilbol Adulyadej
graciously sponsors the funeral ceremony
and cremation of the remains of
MR IAN NEUMEGEN
Sunday, May 31, 2535 (1992)
at Wat Trithosathep Crematorium, Bangkok
Gratitude for Royal Compassion
It is a great honour for Mr. Ian Neumegen and his family that His Majesty the
King Bhumibol Adulyadej has most graciously sponsored the seven day
religious ceremony, bathing water and the cremation of the remains of Mr.
Ian Neumegen, who passed away on the 18th of May, 1992, on the 31st of
May, 1992.
Family, friends and all those concerned feel it is a great honour that His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej has so graciously sponsored this funeral
ceremony. We will hold in great esteem Your Majesty’s most gracious
compassion forever.
Brief Biography of Mr. Ian Neumegen
Mr. Ian Neumegen was born on the 14th of September, 1951, at Epsom, New
Zealand. He had long been interested in Buddhism and in 1978 he travelled
to Thailand to ordain as a Buddhist monk in order to study and practise
Buddhism.
Soon after he arrived in Thailand he ordained as a novice for some time and
then took higher ordination as a monk at Wat Bowonniwet Vihara in the year
of the 1982 With Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara, Supreme Patriarch and Lord

Abbot, as his preceptor. During the time he was a monk at Wat Bowonniwet
Vihara, he was diligent in carrying out his duties, such as teaching and
advising the various foreigners who showed an interest in Buddhism.
After two years as a monk Mr. Neumegen disrobed but continued to reside at
Wat Bowonniwet Vihara helping the temple, Mahamakut Rajavidyalaya
Foundation and the Office of the Supreme Patriarch’s Secretary with matters
concerning foreigners. He also translated into English sermons of the
Supreme Patriarch and other Buddhist books.
Mr. Neumegen was a good Buddhist who liked to meditate daily. He was
kind-hearted, contented with, little as should all Buddhists be and always
helped anyone who came to him for assistance. He was therefore liked by
everyone who knew him.
Besides his assisting Wat Bowonniwet Vihara, Mahamakut Rajavidyalaya
Foundation and the Office of the Supreme Patriarch’s Secretary Mr.
Neumegen also worked at the International School Bangkok. Being
kindhearted he was like by all his students, their parents, administrators and
School Board members.
Mr. Neumegen had advanced knowledge in the area of computer studies. For
this reason the school and its community highly appreciated his skills.
A few days before his death he started to Work on a TRANSFER program
which would have facilitated the study of ancient Asian languages. This
program would have effected the present world body of knowledge
concerning ancient Asian texts.
While he resided at Wat Bowonniwet Vihara Mr. Neumegen lived a simple
life until the 18 of May 1992. On that day, there was a civil disturbance in the
city of Bangkok. Mr. Neumegen left the temple to buy tomato juice to drink a
usual. While he was walking in front of Wat Bowonniwet Vihara, he was
struck by a rifle bullet and died instantly at approximately 3:00 pm. Mr.
Neumegen died, at the age of 41 after living in Thailand for 14 years.

Thanks to Mr. Neumegen’s family for supplying this information about him.
The other injured foreigner was Brendan Mahoney. We have been unable to contact him or
his family for their recollections.
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Part IV – The shooting starts
Afternoon, Monday, May 18, 1992
(Posted on 2Bangkok.com on May 30, 2004)
Within 10 minutes after I left Ratchadamenorn, soldiers opened fire on the protesters to clear out the street
and arrest the leaders. I had just crossed a footbridge over Banglampoo Canal when I heard echoes of gunfire
coming along the canal. I went back to Phra Sumen Road by Wat Bowonniwet. People were looking around
curiously. I think many were still not convinced that the army would use live ammunition on people. Slowly,
some protesters and slightly injured people came running from the Phra Sumen-Dinso intersection.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Looking towards the Phra Sumen-Dinso intersection. City buses were parked there as a barricade.
Suddenly, a group of soldiers swung round the corner and looked down the street. They hesitated for a
moment then seemed to notice something and in an instant started firing at the crowd. I was never sure what
they saw. Was it people taking photos? Or ‘troublemaking’ motorcyclists? Or just the crowd in general?

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
People run as smoke from gunfire wafts down Phra Sumen Road by Wat Bowonniwet

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
People help a fallen motorcyclist
After the first volley, the soldiers retreated around the corner and an even bigger crowd amassed as a
wounded motorcyclist and others were helped up. People crowded around other injured persons and piled
them in the back of a car. As the car sped off, some of the people were shrieking with grief at the soldiers.
While I thought I felt fine, my hands were shaking so much I had to hold my camera against a telephone pole
to keep it steady.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The injured being sped away. There was still a great deal of brave defiance left in the crowd.
Incredibly, the people (including myself) started to drift back down Phra Sumen Road toward where the
shooting was. We reached the end of the city wall. Everyone was looking down the street and I looked up
and noticed a soldier on the wall. He appeared to light some firecrackers and the resulting noise made the
crowd fall back again. I raised my camera to photograph him, but he raised his gun at me at the same time so
I fled with everyone else. There has been some controversy over the years as to whether soldiers used any
warning before shooting into the crowds–in this case they did use firecrackers.

Right: Modern-day photo
of the city wall where

fireworks were set off.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Once the noise died down, the crowd gravitated back to the end of the wall city wall once again.
Immediately, there was a short, sharp retort of gunfire. It was so quick people did not have a chance to run
but a few steps and then it stopped.
The following happened in about 10 seconds: I looked back and saw that a foreigner who had been standing
about two meters from me had been shot in the head. Other bystanders were hurt too. Sobbing people
surrounded me and told me how sorry they were. I pushed away from the people and tried to see the
foreigner on the ground. By now my hands were shaking uncontrollably. As I tried to raise my camera over
the heads of the furious crowd to photograph the dead man, I could not help but catch the eye of a soldier on
the wall above me. It seemed that all at once the soldiers and the people in the crowd realized what was
going to happen next–utter chaos broke loose.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Bullets flew everywhere. The crowd turned in unison and ran. People stepped on each other’s feet and ran
right out of their shoes. I do not know if the people who fell were shot or just tripped, but no one looked
back. Cement shards blew off the buildings and bullets ricocheted off the street in front of me as I ran. The
terrifying sounds of the shooting were probably amplified by the way the street is lined with cement walls. I
did manage to take one photo (the last on the roll of film) as I continued to run (above). From the photo you
can see the considerable amount of smoke in the street.
As far as I can determine, the foreigner who was shot was Ian Neumegen. While most sources say he was
killed on May 19th, I have confirmed with Ian’s family he was shot on May 18th at about 3pm.
I turned the corner and ran back home. Once home I noticed red on my shirt and suddenly felt the pain from
a gash on my hand. In the extreme excitement of running from the shooting, I had not even realized I was
hurt and did not know how it happened.
Gunfire went on continuously around my neighborhood for the next five hours and then off and on
throughout the night.
Part V – Ian Neumegen, a foreigner killed in the disturbances

Unidentified flying fat man
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Categories: Film and TV

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Unidentified
flying fat man – 12:41pm, May
30, 2004
A traffic-stopping promotional balloon over the Major
Ratchayothin parking lot.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Piranhas in the Klongs
May 30, 2004
Categories: Wildlife and Nature
As world weird news headlines are filled with the stories of piranhas in the klongs (Deadly piranhas may
have been released into Thai waters, AFP, May 31, 2004), it should be noted that twice in the recent past
paranoia about piranhas living in the canals became a short national mania and even threatened the stability
of the government. This happened both in the 1980s and mid-1990s.
This time, however, there are real reasons to believe piranhas might have been released into the wild since
the government is cracking down on the wildlife trade in the runup to the CITES (Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) conference in October.

Thai Buses from 1964-1965
May 31, 2004
Categories: Buses
Charlie Sullivan took many photos of Bangkok buses
in the 1960s and 2Bangkok.com is featuring one a day. This page
is an archive of past posts.
Wisarut writes: For the Daily Bus photos
I found that most of the orange buses are Intercity Busses from
Transportation Co. Ltd. They are not the white buses of Nai Loed
Co.Ltd. or the red buses of the Kannasutra Family–the family
from Suphanburi who owns Italian Thai Development PCL and BBTV
(the concession holder of Channel 7). His comments are in
italics below.

Daily
bus
– July 30, 2004
Bangkok bus, circa
1964-65.
.

(Photo:
Charlie Sullivan)
Daily
bus
– July 29, 2004
Bangkok bus, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo:
Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus –
July 28, 2004
Bangkok bus, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– July 27, 2004
Bangkok bus,
Mercedes Benz,
circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus
– July 26, 2004
Bangkok bus 410-27,

Hino, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus –
July 24, 2004
Bangkok bus 407-2, Hino,
circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus –
July 23, 2004
Bangkok bus 404-32, MB, circa
1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus –
July 22, 2004
Bangkok bus 310-4, MB, circa
1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus –
July 21, 2004
Bangkok bus 204-1, MB, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– July 20, 2004
Bangkok bus 106-1,
GMC, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus
– July 19, 2004
Bangkok bus
101-5, Mercedes
Benz, circa

1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– July 17, 2004
Bangkok bus 99-95,
Mercedes Benz, circa 196465.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– July 16, 2004
Bangkok bus 99-94, Mercedes Benz,
circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus
– July 15, 2004
Bangkok bus 99-92,
Mercedes Benz, circa 1964-

65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– July 14, 2004
Bangkok bus 99-66, Hino, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– July 13, 2004
Bangkok bus 99-50, Hino,
circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus
– July 12, 2004
Bangkok bus 99-44, Hino,
circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– July 10, 2004
Bangkok bus 9938, Hino, circa
1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– July 9, 2004
Bangkok bus 99-36,
Hino, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus
– July 8, 2004
Bangkok bus 99-35, Hino, circa 196465.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– July 7, 2004
Bangkok bus 99-33, Hino, circa
1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– July 6, 2004
Bangkok bus 99-13, Hino,
circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus
– July 5, 2004
Bangkok bus 99-07,
Hino, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– July 2, 2004
Bangkok bus 99-02, Hino, circa
1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– July 1, 2004
Bangkok bus 73-8, MB, circa 1964-65.
.
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Daily bus
– June 30, 2004
Bangkok bus 55-22, Chevy, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– June 29, 2004
Bangkok bus 54-3, Fargo, circa 196465.
.
Bangkok – Minburi – Nongchok –
Chachoengsao

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– June 28, 2004
Bangkok bus 53-1, Hino, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus
– June 26, 2004
Bangkok bus 50-40, circa
1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– June 24, 2004
Bangkok bus 46-22, circa 1964-65.
.
Bangkok (Ekkamai) – Rayong

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– June 23, 2004
Bangkok bus 41-61, Ford,
circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus
– June 21, 2004
Bangkok bus 41-1, MB
(?), circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– June 19, 2004
Bangkok bus 40-34,
Dodge, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– June 18, 2004
Bangkok bus 38-196,
Dodge, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus
– June 17, 2004
Bangkok bus 38-106, Ford,
circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– June 16, 2004
Bangkok bus 38-101, Ford, circa 1964-65.
How about that
old taxi!
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– June 15, 2004
Bangkok bus 38-13,
Isuzu, circa 1964-65.
.
Northern Bus terminal –
Ekkamai (now has
become BMTA
Bus No 38 –
Chandrakasem U. –
Banna)
(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus
– June 14, 2004
Bangkok bus 38-02, Ford, circa 1964-65.
.
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Daily bus
– June 11, 2004
Bangkok bus 31-22, HB,
circa 1964-65.
.
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Daily bus –
June 10, 2004
Bangkok bus 31-17, HB, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus –
June 9, 2004
Bangkok bus 31-15, HB, circa
1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus –
June 8, 2004
Bangkok bus 31-12, HB, circa 196465.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus –
June 7, 2004
Bangkok bus 31-10, HB, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus
– June 5, 2004
Bangkok bus 31-09, HB, circa 1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus
– June 4, 2004
Bangkok bus 31-07, HB,
circa 1964-65.
.
Bangkok (Sanam Luang)
– Pathumthani – > Now
taken
over by BMTA Bus 33
(Harnsawat Bus – very
lousy service)

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus
– June 3, 2004
Bangkok bus 30-19,
Mercedes Benz, circa
1964-65.
.
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Daily bus
– June 2, 2004
Bangkok bus 30-18, Mercedes
Benz, circa 1964-65.
.
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Daily bus
– June 1, 2004
Bangkok bus 30-17, Mercedes Benz, circa 196465.
.
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Daily bus
– May 31, 2004
Bangkok bus 30-16, Mercedes
Benz, circa 1964-65.
.
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Daily bus
– May 29, 2004
Bangkok bus 30-15, HB, circa 1964-65.
.
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Daily bus
– May 28, 2004
Bangkok bus 30-12, HB, circa 196465.
.
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Daily bus
– May 27, 2004
Bangkok bus 30-10, HB, circa
1964-65.
.
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Daily bus
– May 26, 2004
Bangkok bus 30-08, HB,
circa 1964-65.
.
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Daily bus
– May 25, 2004
Bangkok bus 28-17, Isuzu,
circa 1964-65.
.
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Daily bus
– May 24, 2004
Bangkok bus 28-16, Isuzu, circa 196465.
.
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Daily bus
– May 22, 2004
Bangkok bus 28-13, Mercedes Benz, circa
1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus –
May 21, 2004
Bangkok bus 25-188, GMC,
circa 1964-65.
.
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Daily bus –
May 20, 2004
Bangkok bus 25-55, DeSoto, circa 1964-65.
.
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(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus – May
18, 2004
Bangkok bus 25-45,
Austin, circa 196465.
On the
2Bangkok.com
forum, ttaaee
comments: The
western-looking
building on the right
hand side of the
picture is the Ministry
of Defence (or
Defense)… You can
also see the top of
San Lak
Mueang (the City
Pillar Shrine) right
above the bus in the
picture…
this street is definitely
Thanon
Ratchadamnoen Nai.
.
Tha Chang – Paknam

(now BMTA Bus No.
25)

Daily bus – May
15, 2004
Bangkok bus 25-44, Dodge, circa 196465.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus – May
15, 2004
Bangkok bus 25-22, Mercedes Benz,
circa 1964-65.
.
Tha Chang – Paknam (now BMTA
Bus No. 25)

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus – May
14, 2004
Bangkok bus 25-02, Mercedes Benz, circa
1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)
Daily bus – May
13, 2004
Bangkok bus 22-39, Mercedes Benz, circa
1964-65.
.

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus – May
12, 2004
Bangkok bus 21-22, Mercedes Benz, circa
1964-65.
.
Bangkok Lopburi – Ratchasima

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Daily bus – May
11, 2004
Bangkok bus 16-1, Superior, circa 1964-65.
.
Bangkok – Rayong

(Photo: Charlie Sullivan)

Remembering Myanmar’s Black Friday
May 31, 2004
Categories: Myanmar/Burma

Myanmar’s Black Friday – The Irrawaddy,
May 31, 2004
One year ago dozens, perhaps hundreds
people were killed when armed thugs,
organized by the government, attacked a
National League for Democracy convoy
carrying general-secretary Aung San Suu
Kyi outside the small town of Depayin,
Sagaing Division. Assailants beat NLD
members and local residents with bamboo
canes, clubs and iron rods…

Rocket Festival in Amphoe Selaphum
June 1, 2004
Categories: Thai Holidays and Festivals

Rocket Festival (Bun Bang Fai)
Amphoe Selaphum, Roi-et, 19 and 20 June 2004

(Photo: Nils)

Nils writes: I finally had the chance to witness
the famous Rocket Festival, a (non-Buddhist) traditio
observed
only in parts of Roi-et and Yasothon provinces to ask
‘the
Gods’ for rain at the start of the rainy season. The
exact
date and organizing villages change every year, but i
usually
held on a weekend in the middle or at the end of June
Participants
from around 5 or 6 villages will come together and fi
their
self-made rockets into the sky. This year my girlfriend
home village was organizing the event.

Beautiful girls lead the procession
On Saturday 19 June there was a procession
through the village with loud Isaan music blasting through the big
speakers installed on pushcarts and traditional dances performed by
local girls and women who are housewives and farmers in everyday life,
donning thick make-up and colourful dresses for the occasion.

(Photo: Nils)
Taking a rest

(Photo: Nils)
Dancers

(Photo: Nils)
Loudspeaker cart

(Photo: Nils)
Comical display

(Photo: Nils)
Dancers

(Photo: Nils)
Dancers

(Photo: Nils)
Drums

The farang walking through the village was greeted
with curious (shy, friendly) looks, attempts to communicate in
very broken English, and sometimes offers to have a drink.
Photos
had to be taken both with relatives and strangers who were
excited
to have this rare opportunity. As you can imagine, the messag
of my arrival spread like wildfire. Everyone was having big fu
In the late afternoon, they also held a dance contest between
the 6 moo (village divisions) by the temple.

(Photo: Nils)
Loudspeaker cart

(Photo: Nils)
Beautiful girls in the procession

(Photo: Nils)
Beautiful girls in the procession

(Photo: Nils)
Dancers

(Photo: Nils)
Blind musician

(Photo: Nils)
Preparations for launch
And then the big day: rockets everywhere!
Small rockets, medium-sized rockets, big rockets – and the giant
ones for the main competition. Perhaps 15 or 20 of these were started
over the course of the day from a special wooden ‘launch pad’
erected in the rice fields some 300 m away (apparently for safety
reasons) from the crowd gathering at the edge of the village. Heavy
gambling was going on every time a participant was preparing his projectile
for the start: will it fail or will it lift off, and if yes, will
it last longer than x seconds? Bookies made their rounds and banknotes
were waved in the air….

(Photo: Nils)
The ‘grandstand’ at the village
edge

(Photo: Nils)
Monk walking through the rice fields

(Photo: Nils)
Monk crossing in front of the launch pad

(Photo: Nils)
Rocket launch

(Photo: Nils)
The jury watches the launch
A jury of four guys introduced the competitors
and told stories and jokes to entertain the crowd during breaks. When
I entered the scene, the man at the microphone proclaimed, “And
today we have a foreign visitor here” (he did not say farang
or mak sida, but rather used the polite chao tarng chart) and then
in English: “Hello. What’s your name. Thank you.” and
I waved back at the jury.

(Photo: Nils)

(Photo: Nils)

Another launch

Smoke after the launch

After a successful launch, they would
use binoculars to follow the trace of the rocket soaring into the
sky (they go quite high , I can tell you…) and determine the
official time – until it has burned out, I suppose. The longest
time I witnessed was an impressive 243 seconds! (Don’t know how
they could see the rocket for so long, considering the cloud cover
on that day, but its remains must have landed far behind the neighbour
village.) The overall winner gets a prize of 10,000 baht, a little
fortune in that part of the country. However, if the rocket fails
upon start, the owner (or construction team) is thrown into the mud
of the ricefields (remember, beginning of the rainy season!) under
the cheers of the crowd – or so I was told by my girlfriend.

(Photo: Nils)
The rocket’s trail in the sky

All 3 or 4 starts we saw (interrupted for 20
minutes by a downpour) were successful, however. Later, after
returning home, I could still see and hear many more rockets
lift
off from the distance – leaving a trail of smoke in the sky
and generating a sound like a starting jetplane. On the other
hand, I did see a couple of guys covered in dried mud walking
down a street, so the story seems to be true indeed…

(Photo: Nils)
Rocket man and the author

(Photo: Nils)
The jury ready to watch the launch

(Photo: Nils)

(Photo: Nils)

Another launch

Smoke again

For my part, I got stuck deep in the
mud when trying to take a photo. Fortunately I wasn’t wearing
anything expensive, or real shoes, for that matter, but only shorts
and traditional flip-flops (“Satellite” brand, purchased
one day earlier for 39 baht). So it wasn’t a major problem, though
those slippers were a bit hard to retrieve. The ground can really

be treacherous at this time of the year and sometimes you break in
through a dry upper layer and end up in the sludge!

(Photo: Nils)
Watching the launch
Discuss
these stories on the 2Bangkok.com Forum

Where is the Last Life in the Universe house?
June 2, 2004

Where is the Last Life in the Universe
house? – June 2, 2004
Above is a screen capture from the incredible film
Last
Life in the Universe (amazing sound design,
brilliant wit, and a unique view of Bangkok life).
Anyone know where the Last Life house is
located?
Gigabyte writes: Weird coincidence that you post
this question today…
Here’s an answer (dated
25 May 2004 – 6 days ago) to my question about filming
location posted on IMDB a long time ago: "It’s
in "BANG POO" in Sa-Mut-Pra-Karn province.
It’s not in Bangkok but close. Bang Poo used to
be a place for lovers who search for romantic place
long time ago. And of cause, Bang Poo has "beach".."
So I wouldn’t be surprised at all if the house featured
in the movie is also in Samut Prakan.

Skytrain and Subway lines as of 2004
June 4, 2004
Categories: Mass Transit, Skytrain, Subway

Blue line
(1-18) – Bangkok Subway
Light green line (N1-N8, E1-E9) – Sukhumvit
Skytrain
line
Dark green line (S1-S6) – Silom Skytrain line
Thin red line – railroad

Blue line (1-18) – New Bangkok Subway
Station name

Location

1 Hua Lamphong

At the main railroad station in downtown Bangkok.

2 Sam Yarn

Sam Yarn Intersection near Wat Hua Lamphong and
Chula Hi-tech Square–along Rama 4 Road.

3 Si Lom

In front of Dusit Thani Hotel at the corner of
Rama 4 Road and Silom Road. A connecting walkway is
being built
to connect this station to the Saladaeng Skytrain Station.
Passengers
can transfer to the Saladaeng Skytrain
Station.

4 Lumphini

Sathorn-Rama 4 Road intersection next to Suan
Lum Night Bazaar and Lumphini Park.

5 Klong Toei

Near the expressway and Maenam Intersection on
Rama 4 Road.

6

Queen Sirikit Convention
Center

7 Sukhumvit

At Queen Sirikit Convention Center on Ratchadaphisek
Road.
At the intersection of Asok and Sukhumvit near
Soi Cowboy. Riders can connect to the Asok Skytrain
Station.
Passengers can transfer to the Asok Skytrain
Station.

8 Phetburi

At the Phetburi Intersection near the Japanese
Embassy.

9 Rama 9

In front of Fortune Town and Rama 9 Intersection.

10 Thailand Cultural Center

In front of Thai Life Insurance HQ on Ratchadaphisek
Road.

11 Huay Kwang

At the Ratchadapiesek-Huay Kwang Intersection.

12 Suthisarn

At the Ratchadapiesek-Suthisarn Intersection.
Near Suthisarn Police Station.

13 Ratchadaphisek

In front of Plathong Karat Building on Ratchadapiesek
Road.

14 Lad Phrao

At Lad Phrao Soi 21–the Lad Phrao-Ratchadapiesek
intersection. A Park and Ride is here.

15 Phaholyothin

Lad Phrao-Phaholyothin intersection near Central
Lad Phrao and Saint John’s School.

16 Chatuchak

At Chatuchak Park. Passengers
can transfer to the Mo Chit Skytrain Station.

17 Kamphaengphet

At the west side of Chatuchak Weekend Market.

18 Bang Sue

Near Bangsue junction–this is a train station
about 4 kilometers north of Hua Lamphong.
Light green line
(N1-N8, E1-E9) – Sukhumvit Skytrain line

Station name

Location

N8 MO Chit

Northernmost station
on Phaholyothin. The Skytrain maintenance facilities and HQ
building are nearby on the site of the former Northern Bus Terminal.
Chatuchak Weekend Market is across the street. Passengers
can transfer to the Phaholyothin Subway Station.

N7 Saphan Kwai

Station is north
of the Suthisarn-Phaholyothin Road intersection.

N5 Ari

Station at the Ari-Phaholyothin Road
intersection.

N4 Sanam Pao

In front of the
Channel 5 TV station.

N3 Victory Monument

On the south side
of the Victory Monument traffic circle.

N2 Phayathai

At the Sri Ayutthaya intersection

N1 Rajchathewi

In front of Asia
Hotel

C

Here the line turns
onto Phloenchit/Sukhumvit Road. This is the connection station
where one can transfer to the Silom Line.

Siam

E1 Chitlom

Near Central Department
Store and Ratachprasong
intersection

E2 Phloenchit
E3 Nana

Near Landmark Hotel

E4 Asok

At the Asok-Sukhumvit
intersection. Passengers can transfer to the Sukhumvit Subway
Station.

E5 Phrom Phong

At The Emporium
shopping center

E6 Thong Lo

At Sukhumvit Soi
55

E7 Ekkamai

At the intersection
of Ekkamai (Sukhumvit Soi 63) and Sukhumvit near the Eastern
Bus Terminal (busses to Eastern seaboard areas – Pattaya, etc.)

E8 Phrakhanong
E9 On Nut

The line ends just
beyond Sukhumvit Soi 77.
Dark green line
(S1-S6) – Silom Skytrain line

Station name

Location

W1 National Stadium

Near Mahboonkrong
Shopping Center

C

This is the connection
station where one can transfer to the Sukhumvit Line.

Siam

S1 Ratchadamri

Near the Regent
Hotel.

S2 Saladaeng

Here the line crosses
Rama IV Road and heads down Silom Road – near Patpong and Silom
Complex. Passengers can transfer to the Si Lom Subway Station.

S3 Chong Nonsi

Here the line crosses
from Silom to Sathorn Road.

S5 Surasak

Near the Honda
dealership on Sathorn.

S6 Saphan Taksin

The line ends before
the Taksin bridge that crosses the Chao Phrya River.
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June 5, 2004
Categories: Black May 1992, Thai Politics

Part I – Background
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Part IV – The shooting starts
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killed in the disturbances
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Part VII – Aftermath
(Posted on 2Bangkok.com on June 5, 2004)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
After HM The King intervened with the famous
public admonishing of the parties involved, the tension went out of
the situation. Suchinda resigned and people started milling around the
streets looking at bullet holes in the buildings.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
A crowd looks at messages posted on trees
along Ratchadamneorn Road.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Clearly, the ‘bloody trees’ along Ratchadamneorn
were staged. Four-day old blood is not bright red and the soldiers,
who were so meticulous in clearing away the remains of bodies, would
not have missed a dozen bright red trees.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
People seemed shaken and quietly disappointed
at what had happened.
Among everyday people there was much talk and rationalization
about what happened. People I knew wanted me to assure them that the
Los Angeles rioting was much more serious than what happened in Bangkok
and that this kind of thing happens everywhere.
They also pointed out that shooting protesters is not the
Thai way, but compromise is (although shooting has been used repeatedly
during the preceding 20 years). For the mostly older people I knew that
did not sympathize with the protesters, the same rationalization applied–since
the protesters would not comprise, there were dire consequences.
Back at work, a lady whose father was known to be ‘highly
placed,’ gave a speech to the junior staff explaining that the soldiers were
protecting Thai institutions from communists and that no one was shot. The other staff members were highly
critical of her and, in an unusual move for Thais, openly challenged her views.
Later she confided to me that the younger staff were brainwashed by
communists. When I told her I was an eyewitness to the shooting she
fell into a surprised silence. I tried to show her the photos, but she did not want to see them.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Above and left: Crowds swarm around Democracy
Monument
Ratchadamneorn was littered with a few
burned out vehicles, but the street quickly got back to normal.
The Royal Hotel by Sanam Luang had been trashed by soldiers
who
reportedly broke down every door in the hotel looking for
protesters
to arrest. I have always wanted to meet some foreigner who was
staying there at the time to ask what it was like to have a soldier
kick down your hotel room door.
It is likely that as the years pass more information
will leak out about those who were killed and those who
disappeared.
The army has admitted there were some of each, but has never
allowed
access to information on where the dead were disposed of.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Before and after the event I witnessed several bizarre
incidents that I do not intend to divulge now. Some are too
sensitive
to write about and others I do not quite understand. I would
assume
that the many factions involved in the disturbances were trying
start rumors and cause incidents that would make their opponents
look bad.

It is often noted that there is very little
enduring public interest in the Black May 1992 events. What little that
is written about it (in either English or Thai) is along the lines of
“I did the right thing, but am very disappointed in everyone else.”
2Bangkok.com gets plenty of feedback on practically every subject we
mention, but there has been not a single response to the Black May pages
(the first ones were posted earlier in the month) and few people have
clicked through them all.

One of the results of the events was the drafting
of a new ‘people’s constitution’ which in part was designed to change
Thai politics by eliminating the small regional, personality-based political
parties. The intent was to eventually have a party or small coalition
of powerful parties with a solid majority that could act decisively.
The result of this reform was the Thai Rak Thai coalition government,
which, ironically, has resulted in blunting many of the checks and balances
in the ‘people’s constitution’ and has been accused of acting dictatorially
at times.
I felt honored to have witnessed the historic events of
May 1992 and as a U.S. taxpayer was intrigued by the spectacle of U.S.-funded
weaponry being turned on me. It was an interesting lesson–even if a
country superficially looks like your country, one cannot be lulled
into thinking it is anything like your country. Any day soldiers can
shoot people and just walk away. I always point this out to my Los Angeles
friends who contend police should have ‘just shot’ the rioters who looted
L.A. earlier in May 1992. You cannot lose if you err on the side of
mercy.
I took only five rolls of film during the disturbances.
At the time there was no internet and I never dreamed that there would
be any use for snapshots–other than to take them out of a box and relive
the events in the future. Today the original developed prints look aged
and yellow, as if they are many decades old…
Comments on
the Black May 1992 story
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Part VI – Soldiers advance through Banglampoo
Tuesday, May 19, 1992
(Posted on 2Bangkok.com on June 5, 2004)
The next day the military clamped down around the city.
Groups of motorcyclists numbering in the hundreds roamed, destroying
government property and stopping traffic, one step ahead of the military.
From the roof of my building I watched as government troops fired on
motorcyclists near the bridge over Banglamphu Canal in a sweep through
Banglamphu.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
A small crowds taunts a line of soldiers
advancing down Chakkra Phong Road.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Moments later soldiers fire into the air
and the protesters fall back. The items in the street are the remains
of potted plants that the protesters were throwing at the soldiers.
*

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
People retreat from the Chakkra Phong-Phra
Sumen intersection.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Soldiers fire again. This photo was taken
by holding the camera above the edge of the balcony. Bullets or buckshot
or some kind of projectile was raining down on the roof of the building.
In the upper left of the photo is smoke from gunfire.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Another shaky shot of soldiers about to
cross Banglamphu Canal.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
This was the last shot (above) I took before
I was noticed. The soldiers shouted at me and almost simultaneously
peppered my building with shot. Behind them was a column of plainclothes
soldiers carrying weapons–there were many plainclothes military men
among the soldiers.
Later the next day, some men on motorcycle, carrying what
appeared to be very old weaponry and wearing bandannas over their faces,
stopped along Samsen Road for a short time so people in the nearby market
could get a look at them. People mostly ignored them and several shop
owners along the street sniffed at them saying they were clearly soldiers
pretending to be troublemaking protesters.
During this time the government-controlled radio and TV stations showed the same programs as usual along
with announcers insisting
everything was normal and that there was nothing unusual going on. This
was just as the city was close to anarchy.
I had to stay at home for three days and there was the sound of gunfire off and on during this time. There is
nothing like
hearing sporadic gunfire to keep one awake.
Part VII – Aftermath

‘Shit Hits’ billboard
June 5, 2004
Categories: Signs and Billboards

‘Shit Hits’ billboard
– June 5, 2004
Strange billboard on the northbound expressway to Din
Daeng. It appears
to be an ad promoting businesses to rent the billboard and
pointing out the position of
letters is important. A billboard on the other side says
"DOG GOD."

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Construction of the Suvanabhumi Airport
June 7, 2004
Categories: Airports and Airlines
June 7, 2004 – CONSTRUCTION AT THE SUVANABHUMI
AIRPORT
Earlier construction reports:
August 31, 2004 construction
photos
August 3, 2003 construction
photos
February
9, 2004 construction photos

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Workers ready the five-point trusses for fabric
roofing.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Panorama (333kb)
of the main terminal and adjoining concourses

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Five-point oval truss and supertruss in
the background

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Completed white fabric roofing can be
seen in the background. Also note the control tower.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Five-point trusses being assembled under
the main terminal roof.
Installing the fabric roof

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Scaffolding is set up on the five-point
trusses for workers to install rigging to attach fabric to the
trusses.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Worker on the scaffolding

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
A net is installed for workers to
walk on as they install the layers of roof fabric

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Workers start to install one of
the underlying fabric layers

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
An underlayer halfway done.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
An underlayer completely installed.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Outerlayers installed–the truck
is feeding fabric for additional underlayers

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Closeup of the fabric roof. Note
ladders along the right side.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Workers on one of the two massive chiller units in front of the main
terminal.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Construction of the ‘train enabling’ works
has begun.
The new express airport train will stop at an underground terminal
being built here.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The size and scope of the construction is monumental–20,000 workers
are on site.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
The west control tower–this is not the ‘world’s tallest control tower’
that has been promised by the Prime Minister, but one of two smaller
towers on the site.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Note the contrasting curves of the concourse ovals and the main terminal
roof

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Airplane parking area still under construction

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Because of the main terminal’s size, this is a difficult shot to get:
a photo of the full terminal.
More airport info
on 2Bangkok.com
August 31,
2004 construction photos
June 8, 2004 construction
photos
February 9, 2004 construction photos
August 4, 2003 construction photos
Airport
Rail Link news
Bangkok
Airport Watch – When will it be completed?
Airport Quick Facts
Background/History of the Project
Latest News
Diagram and model photos
Links

Speech style – Thai vs English
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Speech style – June 7, 2004
Occasionally PRD has a good example in English of the Thai style of speechmaking that locals hear. ‘Prime
Minister Thaksin and The Southern Development‘ was given by the PM during his weekly radio address on
May 1. The English version is more of an explanation of what Thaksin meant rather than a direct translation,
but it shows some characteristics of such speeches
–starting with a historical background, frequent
references to HM The King’s projects and views,
emphasis on economic development and government
reforms (via mainly transferring ‘bad’ officials),
and an assurance that all is under control: …The
government came from people; therefore, the government
will have to do everything so that people can
live peacefully. If there are any un-peaceful
situations, the government must solve them. The
reasons must be discussed. If an un-peaceful situation
happens because of criminals, then the law must
take action. If it is because of a misunderstanding
in policy, then we have to talk…

Taxi touts at Don Muang
June 7, 2004
Categories: Airports and Airlines
Taxi
touts at Don Muang – The
Nation, June 7, 2004
The Farang Affiars column in The Nation
humorously points out what several readers have
mentioned to 2Bangkok.com lately: Why are aggressive
touts suddenly being allowed in the arrivals
hall at Don Muang Airport?
The situation is so out of hand, that after
one recent English visitor complained about
the annoying touts to the young lady at the
information counter, she listened patiently
and then asked him if he wanted a taxi…

Cambodia the new Thailand?
June 7, 2004
Cambodia
the new Thailand? –
AFP, June 7, 2004
…Sniffing opportunity, the government and
private investors are lining up to position the
southwestern port town of Sihanoukville as a tropical
getaway, competing with the likes of Thailand’s
Phuket and Indonesia’s Bali.
"If we compare, the potential is better than
Phuket because of the quality of sand — it’s
white — and the water is clean. The offshore
islands have coral reefs, there’s fishing,"
enthuses city tourism director Teng Huy…

The Long Twilight of the Bangkok Governor
June 7, 2004
Categories: Analysis
Long twilight
of the Bangkok Governor
– June 7, 2004
Several times in the past, 2Bangkok.com has mentioned
the "Twilight of the Bangkok governor"–how
Governor Samak announced a year ago he would not
do anything in the last year in office.
There were warnings about him before he was elected–warnings
that Samak was part of the old-guard of political
life that considered themselves rulers of the people
and that he was involved in the 1976 massares of
student protesters.
Samak did start off with promises and proposals,
continuing the former governor’s Bhichit Rattakul’s
more active participation in city development and
planning. However, the city government has no control
of its funding–even collected taxes are held by
the central government and doled out to the city
at its whim. The Bangkok Governor has no choice
but to march to the orders of party in power at
the national level.
It is believed that this lack of atonomy caused
Samak to withdrawl and become cynical. Others speculated
a deal was cut with the Thai Rak Thai party for
Samak to go slow and help pave the way for TRT’s
candidate (who by contrast would be responsive to
the public, young, and perhaps a political novice
in contrast to the old political guard Samak represents).
Thaksin had also commented that Bangkok needs a
governor would follow the line of the central government.
But as it ends up, TRT did not field a candidate
(at least not officially). Samak is not blaming
anyone for his inactivity. Maybe he is too much
of a political insider to throw stones. Maybe he
has agreed not to speak up for some reasion. Whatever
the back story, Samak is left with a legacy of sour
defensiveness and practically nothing accomplished
as governor.
Please
leave Governor Samak alone – The Nation,
June 4, 2004
…As Samak’s tenure comes to a close next month,
people who voted for Samak are realising they have
been had.
Instead of serving Bangkok diligently, as he pledged

to, Samak has made hapless Bangkok residents work
for him, particularly over the past two years when
he has suddenly taken it easy on himself: no new
policy initiatives, no new projects, and no one
gets to see Samak in the news, except when he scolded
critics who accused him, many would say rightly,
of being inattentive and even lazy.
Samak has become famous for his sarcastic rebuttals.
When motorists complained about flooded streets
that resulted in the mother of all traffic jams,
Samak retorted: "A governor’s job does not
involve wading into flood water, pushing stalled
vehicles for the camera"…
Many City Hall observers believe Samak has burned
himself out because too many of his projects have
been scuttled by the Thaksin administration, which
cash-strapped City Hall must rely on as its main
source of funding…
Earlier: Twilight
of the Bangkok Governor
– The Nation, July 26, 2003
Thursday was the third anniversary of Samak’s
governorship. He distributed 20,000 copies of a
70-page report on his third-year performance, citing
various obstacles that had prevented him from solving
several chronic problems.
"It’s not necessary to boast about my achievements,
as it is my responsibility," Samak said on
Thursday. The governor said he did not want to put
further effort into solving the problems.
"I don’t have to do anything next year,"
he said. "People are going to criticise me
anyway. And I don’t have anything to worry about,
even my popularity. I don’t see any reason to run
for re-election."

Challenges posed by ‘ghost’ buildings – Who is responsible in case
of disaster?
June 8, 2004
Categories: Buildings

Challenges posed by ‘ghost’ buildings – Who is
responsible in case of disaster?
Mark Fraser, June 8, 2004
(Reprinted with permission of the author, Mark
Fraser)
The resurgence in Bangkok’s property market in 2003 and 2004 has
brought to the fore some significant liability issues as developers,
designers and contractors grapple with the risks involved in completing
Bangkok’s “ghost” buildings.
With more than 500 such structures offering varying
degrees of development potential, these issues are very much on
the agenda and can prove to be dealbreakers.
A typical example of an incomplete structure comprises
a fully piled building, a finished basement and an incomplete superstructure,
much of it having been exposed to the elements for upwards of seven
years. Given the extent of investment in the piling and basement,
it would be commercially unviable to remove the existing work and
start again. As there may be some benefit in retaining some of the
columns and slabs in the existing superstructure, inevitably the
question of the interface between existing and new design and construction
has to be confronted. But who is going to accept the risk of such
interface should a structural problem manifest itself?
The golden rule of risk allocation is that risk should
be allocated to the person best placed to manage that risk. Understandably,
the mindset of a developer taking forward the completion of one
of these structures will be to offset as much of the risk as possible
to his design team and his contractor. However, in arriving at a
realistic and commercially achievable allocation of risk, it is
imperative that the participants understand the legal and technical
issues involved.
Starting with the design team, an engineer will be
engaged to review the original design and construction. In carrying
out this review, the engineer will only be expected to exercise
what is known in legal parlance as reasonable skill and care, a
relatively low level of care, namely the standard of the reasonable
average. Inevitably any report or conclusions will be qualified
with assumptions and/or exclusions of liability.
As an example, it is unlikely that the engineer will
be able to check if all of the rebar was installed in accordance
with the drawings, so any such survey is unlikely to be conclusive.
In the circumstances, although the developer can take some comfort

from a review or survey by an appropriately qualified engineer,
any such review or survey will fall short of a full bill of health.
The question of whether the contractor can provide
any greater comfort has become more interesting in light of recent
case-law, particularly where the contractor is responsible for completing
design work carried out initially by others. Contrary to established
legal opinion, recent case law would suggest that where a contractor
is responsible for completing an element of the design, the contractor
is obliged to review the assumptions on which that design is based
and to form an opinion on whether those assumptions are appropriate.
In other words, far from just having to prepare working
drawings in accordance with the conceptual design prepared by the
designer, the contractor ends up being responsible for the design.
This is quite far-reaching and the position would be compounded
in a situation where the contractor has failed to qualify his design
responsibility to reflect the professional standard of reasonable
skill and care.
If a contractor does not qualify his design responsibility,
he will be held to have undertaken a much higher burden, namely
a fitness for purpose obligation whereby he is essentially guaranteeing
that the design will work. Not only would the contractor lose the
protection of any professional indemnity insurance cover, but also
he would not have open to him what is known as a state-of-the-art
argument whereby negligence is determined by what could reasonably
be expected of the contractor at the time of the alleged breach
(rather than at a potentially higher standard some years later when
the breach/loss manifests itself).
If we apply these legal developments to our interface
between old, and new, design and construction, their far-reaching
effects are heightened. Understandably a developer (or third party
investor/tenant/owner) wants clear lines of liability in the event
of a structural defect appearing in a building. However, a contractor
taking on what he believes is restricted responsibility for completing
design work started some seven to 10 years ago (and commented on/developed
by the new design team) will be understandably wary of assuming
expanded liability for that design given these recent developments
in the law. In the circumstances, it is to be expected that a contractor
will seek to exclude responsibility for the old design and construction,
restricting his responsibility to what he actually designs and builds.
However, on the other side of the coin, the developer
or end-user will of course be concerned that, in the event of a
defect arising, the contractor will simply seek to muddy the waters
and avoid responsibility on the basis that any problem is attributable
to the old design and construction in respect of which he has excluded
responsibility. Although certain defects will be capable of being
attributed to old, or new, design and construction, in the event
of a collapse identifying what went wrong may be impossible.
It is impractical to provide an approach to risk allocation
that will suit every occasion. It is important for all participants
to understand the legal and technical issues involved so that a
measured approach to risk allocation can be undertaken. Clearly,
seeking to make one party the sole repository for risk is unlikely

to be the answer. The parties will have to share survey and other
information in addressing the balance to be achieved. Insurance
will not provide a comprehensive answer but some of the insurance
products now available may help to fill in some gaps in coverage.
What is clear is that these ghosts of Bangkok’s past
will continue to throw up challenges for the foreseeable future.
-Mark Fraser is a partner with the law firm of
Johnson Stokes & Master (Thailand).
He can be reached by e-mail at mark.fraser@jsm.com
or tel 02-638-0869. The legal issues raised in this article were
discussed at a seminar organised by The British Chamber of Commerce
in Thailand on May 20, 2004. Technical input came from a panel comprising
Greg Jackson of Thai Leighton, John Pollard of Meinhardt, Dr Chafia
Ferhat of RMJM and Andrew Bentley of AON Group.
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Protest banner
– June 8, 2004
Unusual English-language banner near the
Landmark Hotel protesting government policies.
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No rabies deaths in 2006
June 8, 2004
Categories: Health
No
rabies deaths in 2006 –
TNA, June 8, 2004
In case you are interested in the fight against
rabies: …To date only nine people in nine
provinces have contracted rabies, and the prevention
and current control plan has worked effectively
in reducing the number of deaths from rabies
over the last five years, said the Director-General
of the Disease Control Department, Dr. Charal
Trinvuthipong. Last year 20 people died from
the disease. The Ministry is working towards
a zero tolerance reflected in its "No One
Dies of Rabies" policy…

Call for seaside photos
June 9, 2004
Call for seaside photos
– June 9, 2004
From a reader: I am a primary school teacher…
a here in Bangkok. This term, in history, I am
teaching a unit taken from the British curriculum
called Seaside Holidays in the Past. The scheme
of work calls for pictures of beach scenes from
(any time) between 1900 and 1970. While this is
perfectly possible for British beaches it has
proved to be a bit more problematic finding appropriate
pictures for the mainly Thai children whom I teach.
I wondered whether you might be able to help me.
I need any ‘holiday scenes’ at (most likely) Hua
Hin, Bang Saen and or Cha Am – at least I assume
these are the most likely spots. They don’t have
to show too much. The idea is that the kids can
compare clothing styles, activities on the beach
and in the water, and types of transport etc.
with what goes on these days.

A tale of two newspapers: Bangkok governor predictions
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Categories: A Tale of Two Newspapers
A tale of two newspapers:
Bangkok governor predictions
– June 10, 2004
As the Post sinks into an ever
more bland, ‘just the facts’ format (as
if they are printing press releases),
The Nation increasingly spins each
story into an anti-Thaksin piece.
Samak
unlikely to run for second term, says
Thaksin – Predicts independent candidate
will win – Bangkok Post, June
10, 2004
According to Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, Bangkok governor Samak Sundaravej
will not seek re-election in city polls
scheduled for Aug 29.
Mr Thaksin said yesterday Mr Samak would
not seek a second term, but may not officially
declare his decision.
"To my knowledge, Mr Samak will not
contest the upcoming gubernatorial poll,”
he said.
Mr Thaksin also claimed to know who was
most likely to win the election…

Premier’s
comments on election draw flak
– The Nation, June 10, 2004
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra said
yesterday that he believes an independent
candidate will win the Bangkok governor
election in August.
Thaksin insisted that his Thai Rak Thai
Party would not enter the race but his party
members were free to support any independent
candidates they chose.
“I know now who Bangkokians will elect…and
the winner will be an independent candidate,”
Thaksin said.
The prime minister said he did not believe
incumbent Samak Sundaravej would run for
a second term…
Democrat Party-list MP Sathit Wongnongtoey
said Thaksin’s comments indicated a
misconception that he could tell Bangkok
residents what to do.
“It’s none of his business to
say so,” Sathit said.
“He has been in power too long and
he believes that the people of Bangkok are
subordinates whom he can command. But he
underestimates the people because they now
know what he’s up to.”

Bo Bae barge
June 12, 2004
Categories: History
Exclusive photos of the ancient
Bo Bae barge – June 12, 2004
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Earlier: Ancient
barge dug up at Bo Bae site – No photos allowed
– Bangkok Post, June 10, 2004
…The barge, 17 metres long and 0.30 metre wide, was cleaned
and is being kept temporarily in the Bo Bae trading centre.
The site has been sealed and photographs are not allowed…
In the 1990s, a 20-metre-long barge was found near Wat Ratchabophit
near Klong Lot, a canal dug during the reign of King Rama
V more than 100 years ago.
Erbprem Vatcharangkul, archeologist and expert on ancient
boats, said parts of Klong Mahanak served as a pier for goods.
Klong Mahanak was dug when King Rama I built the capital city
more than 200 years ago.
Discuss
these stories on the 2Bangkok.com Forum
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
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Expat life in 1990: No work permits, but watch out for the tax
clearance office
June 13, 2004
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Back
in 1990 – Ajarn.com, June
13, 2004
Ajarn.com has a great article that explains exactly what it was like to live and work in Thailand in 1990–the
convoluted process at immigration, the fact that no one could get a work permit, the ‘tax clearance’
procedure at Revenue Department, and the truly terrible problems with cross-town travel before the
expressway, Skytrain, and meter taxis:
…The old hands will shudder to recall the dreaded trips to the Bangkok immigration when the most basic of
visa extensions would require you to go in three separate rooms on three different floors. You started off on
the ground floor, then it was off to room 302 to join a large nervous-looking group of visa applicants all
shifting uneasily on straggly rows of plastic chairs.
Everyone waiting for that magical moment when the officer with all the medals would beckon you to his
desk. There was no queuing system. There was no losing your temper but there were all sorts of
communication problems. The immigration officer didn’t speak a word of English, but that was your problem
not his…
…But if the thought of a journey to the Immigration or the Labor Department had you quaking with fear,
nothing came close to the nightmare of the tax clearance office. Tax clearance? What the hell is that I hear
you cry? Well, the system was mercifully abolished in about 1991 but that didn’t stop me needing to perform
the duty on three occasions.
Basically for anyone who stayed in the kingdom longer than 60 days either working or as a long stay tourist,
you had to show the immigration officer at your departure point that you had either not been working or had
been working and paid your taxes like a good honest citizen…

Ride the subway
June 14, 2004
Categories: Subway
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The dramatic stacked "Si Lom" subway station.
Ride the subway with 2Bangkok.com
– June 14, 2004
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Left: Fare table

Above: People taking photos
of the fare table

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
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The interior of the cars is virtually identical
to the Skytrain except

for a different arrangement of overhead hand grips.
It really is this dim in the cars.
To the right is a shot of the gap between platform
and the train.
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Right: The only sign of the promised special
decoration in the Queen Sirikit Convention Center
Station is gold
bands around the columns.
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A peculiar mural–still covered in plastic–in the
Thai Cultural Center Station. A plague under it
reads: "The
Travelers by Rudi Pillen offered to MRTA with the
support of the
Belgian Embassy in Bangkok…"
It appears to portray hundreds of people pressed
together. As
one the of few examples of public art in the
station, it is not
well-integrated into the design–mounted high on a
wall to the
side of an empty exhibitions space behind velvet
ropes.
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Near the mural is a
mockup showing
where the Orange
Line subway will
someday pass through
the station.
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Left and above: Contactless
ticket machines. There is still no sign of any ticket
vending
machines being installed.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Above: Underpass under Rama 4 Road at Hualamphong
Station
One of the most unusual
stations is the narrow and
dim "Si Lom" station.
Because of limited space, the
station has a stacked
configuration with separate
levels for each line. This
creates
a very deep station with
dramatically long escalators.
Coupled
with the stark industrial
(Photo:
lighting, it has an unusual
2Bangkok.com)
aura…
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Above and below: Si Lom Station stairs
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Two views from the bottom level of Si Lom Station

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Long escalators descend to the bottom level of Si Lom Station
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Ticketing level of Si Lom Station
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Hualamphong Station–people are looking up at the wall
of names

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Exiting Hualamphong Station
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Subway station exit at Hualamphong Railway Station

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Hualamphong Railway Station

French TV5 flash story on Bangkok
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French TV5 flash story on Bangkok –
June 15, 2004
Great use of flash that shows what it is like
to be here. For instance, a photo from the
passenger’s perspective in a tuk-tuk along
with sounds of a tuk-tuk motor. It is a report
done in cooperation with local news agency
MCOT and is unusual in all the everyday things
it stresses (like taking a crowded bus or
ferry). It also shows things MCOT usually
does not such as nightlife districts, clubbing,
shots of surly police milling around outside
of nightclubs, etc. In French–click on map
sections on the right.

Siam Square in 1992 and 2004
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Siam Square in 1992 and 2004 –
June 16, 2004
Still a hub of activity after 30 years, the
Siam Square area is
now the home of the Skytrain interchange
station (above). Compare
this to the area in 1992 (right).
Also notice how much of the sidewalk has
been cut back on each
side to widen lanes for cars.
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
SIAM
SQUARE: Rent rises to go ahead – The Nation,
December 14, 2004
Chulalongkorn University’s Office of Property Management insists
it will go ahead with hefty rental increases – from 165 to 430
per cent – for the 610 units in bustling Siam Square by the end
of the month…
Suchada said that the university would increase the monthly rental fee
from Bt30,300 per unit for all units in Siam Square to Bt80,000 to Bt160,000
according to the location. Each unit consists of about 56 square metres…
Siam
Square over three decades – The Nation,
December 16, 2001
Siam Square ‘s 36 years can be broken into three distinct eras.
THE FIRST 12 YEARS (1965-1977)

This was a groundbreaking era for cinema in the Kingdom. A large theatre
was built and popular films from the West were shown. Siam Theatre was
built on January 1, 1967. The Lido Theatre was built the following year,
and Scala appeared in 1970. Aside from the construction of movie theatres,
other commercial centres were built. The Bangkok Bank Building, British
Council Building, and the Siam Bowl were all built during this period.
THE NEXT 12 YEARS (1978-1989)
The economy improves during these years, which are considered a flourishing
time for fast foods, boutiques, and tutoring services. There were up
to 51 restaurants during this time. For security reasons, a small police
precinct and fire station was set up on Siam Square Soi 7, opposite
Siam Theatre. These establishments began operating on February 15, 1980
with four permanent policemen.
THE LAST 12 YEARS (1990-2001)
Due to the economic crisis that began in mid- 1997, the education centre
project had to be shelved in favour of Centre Point because investors
of the former had to pull out. Since then, Centre Point – which combined
businesses on the west and east sides of the area – has improved business
in Chula Soi 64 by redoing the sidewalks, renovating various stands
and adding flair to the environment with flashy advertisements. The
resting areas and cozy spots brought the teenagers back, reviving Siam
Square’s reputation as the place to be.

When Bangkok Post asks for login info
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When
Bangkok Post asks for login info
– June 16, 2004
Slashdot pointed out an interesting site
yesterday. When you try to access a site
that requires registration (like the New
York Times or Bangkok
Post), get a generic logon from
BugMeNot.com.

Bangkok Subway News – June 2004
June 17, 2004
Categories: Subway
Subway unsafe?
– June 17, 2004
With the New
World Department Store collapse still a hot topic, the latest
controversy in the Thai press is the bold statements made by
the Engineering Institute about both the subway and buildings
in general. Today 2Bangkok.com has the entire string of claims
and counterclaims. You will not find stuff like this in the
English-language papers…
Engineering Institute claims that the Subway
system is very dangerous – translated
and summarized from Manager Daily,
June 15, 2004
The Engineering Institute of Thailand said all the buildings in
Bangkok are ready to be collapsed at any time since engineers
are too greedy to care about the safety of the people. Thus, people
must be careful when they go into any building.
Deputy Prof. Tortakul Yomnak (Director of Engineering Institute
of Thailand) have said that virtually all buildings in Bangkok
can collapse at any time. MBK is a good example of this "building
time bomb." If terrorists set fire to MBK, those who are
stuck inside the building will be burnt to death within 15-30
minutes since the structure is ready to collapsed during the arson
due to poor design and fire traps inside the buildings caused
by products clogging walkways.
Cram schools in Siam Square are another fire trap and ready to
collapse during storms. Even by the vibrations from heavy trucks
running around Siam Square shakes the buildings.
Even those who use the Subway system had better be fit enough
to run out of the stations within six seconds if a fire breaks
out since there are too few gates in each station and the fire
alarm is not working properly.
Even the design of air-conditioning systems inside hospitals are
in a very sorry state since it does not have any air cleaning
system to kill virus and bacteria.
The Chief Engineering of Dept. of Civil Work and City Planning
said the owners of buildings are caring more about their own private
interests at the expense of public well being. Even the skyscrapers
and condominiums in Bangkok have very lousy fire alarm and extinguishing
systems and poor structures. Legal loopholes have kept the old
but poor designed buildings alive.
The experts on earthquake and vibration from Chulalongkorn U.
have condemned architects and engineers that care more about money
from the builder owners than public safety. Even worse, the hiring
of foreign engineers to control the construction of buildings
is a sign of the total failure of Thai engineers since those foreign
experts are out of touch with the reality in Thailand.
The expert on fire safety form Chulalongkorn U. said the remedies
for these problems are to add more requirement courses for civil

engineers such as the building law codes and the building control
course by going to the construction sites instead of staying in
the lecture rooms.
The instructors in engineering schools must come up with new teaching
methods for engineering courses by taking engineering students
to the construction sites instead of keeping them inside lecture
rooms.
The Engineering
Institute also said…
– translated and summarized from Matichon
Daily, June 16, 2004
1) Bonanza Building (opposite of MBK) violates the law by
not installing fire escapes and building in a form not appearing
in the blueprint.
2) MBK – Fire escapes are filled with garbage and the building
codes are violated by adding more floors.
3) Advertising billboards are not designed to be storm resistant.
4) MRTA Subway has no sprinklers for fire extinguishing at
the platform and concourse levels. NFPA 130 is not adequate
to handle arson in Thailand.
Irregularities in the northern section of the
subway – translated and summarized from Than Setthakij, June 17-19, 2004
Even though MRTA is going to invite His Majesty and the Royal
Family to make an Official Ceremony for the opening of the subway
system at Hua Lamphong Station this July, the northern section
(Bangsue – Huai Kwang) seems not to be cleared–it still has several
defects left untouched to correct this matter. MOTC, MRTA and
CSC1 seem to take a kickback from ITD and Japanese partners to
look the other way instead of making through inspection and correcting
this matter. BMCL must keep all the records and take photographs
of subway stations in detail as evidence to file lawsuits against
contractors like ITD.
MRTA insists the subway is safe –
translated and summarized from Matichon
Daily, June 17, 2004
MRTA has responded to the critics from the Engineering Institute
of Thailand saying the contractors have followed NFPA standards
and the output has been inspected by MRTA and NFPA as well as
CSC1 (independent consulting engineers). If there are some defect,
CSC1 has to explain to the public as the way to force BMCL and
Siemens to correct the errors to ensure public safety.
MRTA will ensure that the evacuation route will be within 300-500
m from the platforms. Even though the restrooms have been closed
for public safety, it does not matter very much…

Bangkok Buses and BRT News 2004
June 17, 2004
Categories: Buses
Current bus news
Traffic Police HQ:"No bus lanes for Lad Phrao, Sukhumvit,
Phetburi and Phetkasem" – translated and
summarized from Matichon, June 17, 2004
The Traffic Police Office said bus lanes work only on one-way roads with
multiple lanes (e.g. Lan Luang, Ratchasima, and Samsen). On major roads
such as Lad Phrao, Phetkasem, Phetburi and Sukhumvit, the bus lanes are
a total failure as the traffic police have experienced. However Minister
Nikorn (who is taking charge on BMTA) has asked BMTA to revive bus lanes
and Traffic Police to reinforce the regulation on bus lanes on 15 major
roads.
1. Phaholyothin (Saphan Mai – Victory Monument – 16.3 km)
2. Phayathai (Victory Monument – Samyan – 3.5 km)
3. Ram Indra (Laksi Circle – Fashion Island – 10.3 km)
4. Rattnathibet (Kae Rai – Sanambin Nam – 4 km)
5. Ngam Wongwan (Kaet – Kae Rai – 6 km)
6. Ram Khamhaeng (Phatthanakarn – Kanchanaphisek –
13.1 km)
7. Lad Phrao (Bangkapi – Lad Phrao – 10.6 km)
8. Phetburi (Klongtan – Uruphongse – 8.6 km)
9. Rama 4 (Hua Lamphong – Phra Khanong Station – 8.7 km)
10. Sukhumvit (Samrong – Ploenchit – 14.7 km)
11. Suksawat (Phrapadaeng – Bang Pakaeo – 3.6 km)
12. Taksin Road (Bang Pakaeo – Wongwian Yai – 3.6 km)
13. Intharaphithak (Wongwian Yai – Tha Phra – 0.7 km
14. Phetkasem (Bang Yee Ruea – Phutthamonthon Sai 2 – 13.3 km)
15. Charansanitwongse (Tha Phra – Rama 7 – 10.4 km)
Commentary by Wisarut: Sukhumnvit (Onnut – Samrong – Paknam),
Lad Phao (Lad Prhao Station – Bang Kapi – NIDA – Panasonic with option
feeder bus to Minburi-Suan Siam),
Taksin-Suksawat (Wongwian Yai-Prha Padaeng),
Charansanitwognse (Bang Or -Tha Phra -> with feeder bus Option to Rama
7-KMITNB),
Phetkasem (Tha Phra – Phutthamonthon Sai 2 – with feeder bus option to
Siriraj),
Ram Khamhaeng (Nawasri – Summakorn – with feeder bus to PhatthanakarnLad Krabang),
Ngam Wongwan-Nawamin (Nawamin – Kasent – Phongphet – Kae Rai),
and
Rattnathibet (Kae Rai – Bang Yai)
deserve Skytrain-Subway Extensions and new lines immediately–not that
cheap bus lane or even trolley bus solutions.
Bus rapid transit as the substitute
for Skytrain – speedy implementation and much cheaper
– translated and summarized from Dailynews,
June 23, 2004
The Traffic Policy Office and the consultants have called a meeting at
Chao Phraya park at 9am June 22 about the plan to improve BMTA bus system

The consultant is consisted of Dr Samart Rajpolasit (expert in Mass transit
system, Engineering Institute of Thailand) and Mr Patcharee Siroroj (consultant
for organizing) and Mr Somphong Sirisophonsilp (traffic engineer).
After this 2nd discussion, they found that BMTA bus reorganization is
the big priority after BTSC has been transferred to MRTA. Therefore the
BRT (Bus Rapid Transit) system has to be introduce a feeder network for
sections out of the Skytrain-Subway’s reaches. Seven lines are under consideration:
1. Talingchan – Phatthanakarn
2. Rangsit – Dindaeng
3. Bang Yai (Western Kanchanaphisek) – Kaset
4. Minburi – Samut Prakarn
The lines that pass Kanchanaphisek Outer Ring Road are the sections to
be experimented with first since the are very few cars there and there
are virtually no BMTA busses or private concession bus running. When BRT
becomes successful, it will be expanded.
All 7 lines with total distance of 228 km will cost the government only
1.2 billion baht. The same 1.2 billion baht could construct only 1 km
of Skytrain tracks.
This has to be run as a part of BMA controlled by the Committee of Bangkok
and Vicinity Mass Transit System headed by Bangkok Governor. This is the
way to comply with the Decentralization Act and the way to reorganize
BMTA busses. The final result of this plan will be delivered by the end
of July.
Temporary Southern Bus Terminal at Phutthamonthon Sai
3 – translated and summarized from Manager Daily, June 15, 2004
MOTC is going to move the Southern Bus terminal to a temporary site at
Phutthamonthon Sai 3 Road until the new Southern Bus terminal at Wutthakart
is finished. The temporary site is private land, but MOTC will not allow
fee collecting for the presence of taxis, motorcycles, van or bus. This
temporary site will be used until the new Taksin Southern Bus terminal
at Wutthakart is done along with the red line commuter networks.
Note: A webboard response is here.
How to reform buses –
summarized by Pas Seangsong from Engineering World Magazine, March
30, 2004
Ed.: Someone is really pushing this ‘busways’ plan for Bangkok.
A year ago it had never been mentioned. 2Bangkok.com first mentioned the
TransJakarta Busway on January 29, 2004 at about the same time the Thai
press reported on a flurry of press releases about busways for Bangkok.
Bogota Mayor Enrique Penalosa also visited Bangkok to promote the idea.
Many Thais are skeptical though, believing that bus rapid transit benefits
government ministers with interests in businesses related to cars and
buses–again at the expense of fixed mass rapid transit which is controlled
mainly by opposition figures and businesses. There is also a belief that
foreign ‘experts’ are helping push a busways plan not suitable for Bangkok’s
roads.
Pas of Bangkok
Highrises writes: Speaking of the Mass Transit revolution, I read
an interesting article called "Transit Reform in Bangkok" published
in Engineering World Magazine (February-March 2004). This article is written
by Karl Fjellstorm, the Project Coordinator of Sustainable
Urban Transport – Asia Project. Here is a summation:

Background on Bangkok buses
Around 20 million motorized trips are taken daily in Bangkok, around half
of these trips use various public transport mode.
City buses are the backbone of Bangkok’s Transport system, carrying around
90% of all public transport trips. Only 5% of the trips are carried by
rail (skytrain and SRT’s commuter trains combined), the remainder by taxi,
ferry and tuk tuks and motorcycle taxis. In February 2003 Prime Minister
Taksin issued a three-month dateline for the reform of the Bangkok Metropolitan
Transit Authority (BMTA). The matter of concern has been the losses incurred
by BMTA and the low quality of services… BMTA currently operates at
a annual loss of 3 billion baht (US $76.088 million).
The Thaksin government has also approved a 198km Bus Rapid Transit system
and planned to corporatised BMTA. Bus systems improvements are essential
to effective model integration between buses and trains and therefore
optimizing the large investments in rail infrastructure.
*Overview of Bus Sector*
Current composition of Bangkok’s bus industry:
Air-con large bus fleet: 2662
Regular large bus fleet: 4048
Air-con Microbus: 884
Non a/c microbus: 1176
Small lane minibuses: 3451
Passenger vans: Surprisingly there are by far more air conditioned passengers
vans (even though passenger van was only legalized in 1999 – city wide
– fleet estimated at 9500 vehicles, 4600 of which are licensed).
BMTA buses were created by Royal Decree in 1976 to take over bus services
within Bangkok.. Private bus companies that were not taken over continue
as "joint service operators" under sub-licensing agreements
with BMTA. Minibuses and passenger vans have subsequently been added as
joint service partners of BMTA.
Private operators now operate around 40% of BMTA buses, vans & minibuses.
BMTA retains around 3/4 of the air con bus fleet while regular bus fleet
(currently made up around 40% of all buses) is being phased out. Air-conditioned
routes are more profitable than the regular fleet (fare per a/c trips
is about 6 times greater than regular service, costs of operating each
a/c buses is less than twice the costs for each regular buses).
The author noted that "the current bus system is unable to meet the
changing mobility needs of the citizens of Bangkok, and the large bus
sector is losing passengers at a rapid rate".
How BMTA can reduce costs
How operational costs can be reduced–from German Technical Cooperation
Group (GTZ):
– private operators should be released from the BMTA sub-licenses and
BMTA’s regulatory power should be removed
– BMTA should be forced to reduce operating costs
– BMTA’s historical, accumulated debt should be transferred to the government
– A new competent regulatory body, independent of operation should be
set up to monitor, plan and regulate all modes of public transport.
– There is no competition in the current bus system since private operators
must follow the routes, timetables and fares dictated by BMTA. Ultimately
the private industry need to be restructured and consolidate to hold route
franchises and take over responsibility for service development.
Proliferation of a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system in Bangkok?
– Recent World Bank funded "Bangkok Air Quality Management Plan"
recommended a 110km of exclusive busways along major roads.
– The designer of TransMilio BRT system in Bogota, Colombia and the former
Mayor of Bogota recently visited Bangkok to promote the BRT concept which
proved very successful in the City of Bogota.

– In November 2003 a high level committee chaired by PM Taksin approved
a 198km BRT network in Bangkok which is to be completed in two years.
– the Sustainable Urban Transport – Asia project (partnership between
GTZ, UNESCAP, BMA and CITYNET) have held meetings, seminars to promote
BRT as cost-effective mass transit option for Bangkok which can be rapidly
implemented and can supplement and extend the rail-based network (more
info http://www.sutp.org/)
– BRT is current in operation in many Asian cities including Kunming,
Taipei, Shijiazhuang, Jakarta and several Japanese cities; currently in
advanced planning in Delhi, Seoul; in Planning in Bangkok, Huai An (Vietnam)
and Chinese cities (Chengdu, Chongquing, Xi’an, T’aichung, T’ainan)
Commentary by Pas: For more info of Sustainable Urban Transport
– Asia Project visit their website.
SUT is a joint project between BMA, UNESCAP, CITINET and GTZ – the German
Technical Cooperation (Deutsche Gesellschaft
Technische Zusammenarbeit GmbH).
The BRT system proposed for Bangkok is modeled on the TransMilenio
system currently in used in Bogota, Colombia. The article did not
mention another
example of a low cost BRT system in Curitiba (Brazil) which is world
renowned.
More on the planned southern bus terminal –
translated and summarized from Matichon Daily,
March 11, 2004.
The estimated cost for the Southern Bangkok Bus Terminal will be 7.9847
billion baht -> consisting of a complex within 75 rai of land for a
service center, public park convention center, and park and ride for 634
cars. The construction alone costs 4.9122 billion baht while land expropriation
is 1.068 billion baht (subtotal for the complex is 5.9802 billion baht).
The terminal itself will occupy another 50 rai of land with a park and
ride for 280 cars and a terminal. Construction cost will be 1.2925 billion
baht and land expropriation of 0.712 billion baht with total 2.0045 billion
baht.
Commentary by Wisarut: They better try not to grab the temple lands
if possible since there are several temples with historical significance.
Surveying land for the Southern Bangkok
Transport Terminal – translated and summarized from Thairath, March 10, 2004 and Dailynews,
March 10, 2004
The resolution from Traffic Policy Office stated that the Southern Bus
Terminal must be moved from Talingchan to Taksin Center and the office
has asked BMA and the Land Transportation Department to expropriate and
construct the Taksin Center with the preliminary budget of 36 million
baht to BMA for demarcating the land to be expropriated before issuing
a Royal decree to reinforce the land expatriation.
The land for Taksin Center will be 200 rai -> 50 rai for Transportation
Co.Ltd. for service area, building, park and ride. The construction budget
will be 1.2925 billion baht and the land expropriation of 0.712 billion
baht (total 2.0045 billion baht). There will be 6-square km area to be
studied.
Northern Section – Phetkasem 36m Bangchak Canal, Phetkasem 25/1,
the intersection between Soi Watnang Chee and Phatthanakarn Road, Wat
Nanagchee canal, Bang Khunthiaqn canal and Thoedthai Road
Eastern Section – Ratchadaphisek (near Talad Ploo Station), Soi
Ratchadaphisek 11, private road and Bang Sakae canal Southern Section
– Soi Loedphatthana Nuea, Chomthong, Rang Bua canal Western section –

Yai Sai canal, Bang Wah canal and Phetkasem Road
The new road around this center is a must to facilitate movement and another
10 billion baht is needed to build this road. The new Southern bus terminal
will move to Taksin center only after Taksin center has been developed.
The Red line commuter and the Skytrain extension will help a lot as well.
The current Southern bus terminal is the donated land to Transportation
Co.Ltd. in a very congested area. After moving the Southern bus terminal
to Taksin Center, only western bound routes will use Taksin Center.
Bus Rapid Transit–‘Yes’
for shortened routes, ‘No’ for becoming a part of BMA – translated
and summarized from Naew Na, February 17,
2004
After Traffic Policy Office has asked BMTA to run Bus Rapid Transit along
eight proposed routes, BMTA said they are ready to handle such a task.
However, BMA prefers to go into very dense traffic routes such as Phetkasem,
Lad Phrao and Sukhumvit. Furthermore, the route must be shortened. The
assigned routes are too long to handle. The route must go from one end
to another end without interruption or interchanges. The intersections
must have feeder minibus or 2-row buses to feed the system instead of
having interchanges which force the passengers to wait for their next
bus.
Furthermore, BMTA refuses to be transferred into BMA. Even a 1 baht subsidy
is not enough since the operating cost is now 8 baht, not 6 baht as Governor
Samak claimed.
The eight bus rapid transit routes are:
1) Talingchan – Phatthanakarn
2) Rangsit – Din Daeng
3) Minburi – Samut Prakarn (via Sri Nakahrin)
4) Minburi – Rama 5 (via Lad Phrao Road)
5) Rama 2 – Wong Wian Yai (Taksin Road)
6) Kaset – Western Kanchanaphisek Road
7) Prapa Canal – Phitsanulok Road (near Si Sao Thewet Intersection)
8) Phrasamut Chedi – Prachathipok (on Suksawat Road)
Commentary by Wisarut: Many people who live along Lad Phrao Road, Sri
Nakharin Road, and Ram Indra Road are desperate for a new line of Skytrain
or Subway and consider a Skytrain-Subway line as the only solution for
their problems. Furthermore, they consider Bus Rapid Transit along the
road near their homes a very shoddy solution. Look at the following post
and you will see (in Thai):
http://www.mthai.com/square/news/news58213.html
http://www.mthai.com/square/news/news58470.html
http://www.mthai.com/square/news/news58335.html
If people from Lad Phrao – Bang Kapi – Sri Nakharin area make a very loud
cry for a Skytrain-Subway, Minister Suriya could point out that this justifies
the canceled Yellow Line.
I wonder how the Traffic Policy Office came up with those original eight
routes in the first place. Many of those routes do deserve a Skytrain-Subway
line instead of a shoddy solution like this.
Clarifying the ‘hot buses’ –
February 13, 2004
Last week we pointed the moves to eliminate the non-aircon buses:
Hot
Buses out: The Bangkok Mass Transit Authority has been told to replace
ordinary buses in the capital with new air-conditioned buses over the next
two years… Ordinary buses would be phased out in Bangkok within two years,
while fares for air-conditioned buses would be cut to 7-10 baht.

Wisarut added some further clarification to this story by noting that blue
non-aircon buses are not covered by the plan. BMTA only handles 28% of Bangkok-area
buses. Other are controlled by private concessionaires associated by powerful
political families and will not be impacted by the change. These localized
political parties are ones TRT has vowed to either absorb or break.
Discuss
these stories on the
2Bangkok.com Forum

Bangkok learning from Bogota?
– February 2, 2004

Renier informs us that former Bogota Mayor Enrique
Penalosa has been in town promoting Bogota’s busways plan for Bangkok
(Bangkok
learns from Bogota on developing long term solutions to urban transport
problems, UN ESCAP News Services, January 26, 2004) at both
a conference at the UN and at the Foreign Correspondence Club of Thailand
(FCCT). This is quite a coincidence considering the government just
announced eight busway lines. The organization that brought the mayor
here is SUTP-Asia. "Key involved
organizations" are GTZ Clean Air Project in Malaysia, CITYNET, Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration (BMA), and UNESCAP. They also have an explanation
of what
exactly busways are. Maybe we are part of the conspiracy too because
we mentioned the The TransJakarta Busway on January 29,
2004.
Non-aircon buses – February 2, 2004
Earlier: There seems to be a "Tale of two newspapers" story
about the future of buses. It is more like that the Transport Minister’s
plan will be implemented, rather than the lame-duck Bangkok Governor’s:
Hot
Buses out: The Bangkok Mass Transit Authority has
been told
to replace ordinary buses in the capital with new airconditioned
buses over the next two years. Transport Minister
Suriya Jungrungreangkit
said he wanted to phase out ordinary buses slowly as
many commuters
were unable to afford the air-con fares of 8-22 baht.
”With cheaper
air-conditioned buses, we can lower fares, and
ordinary buses can
be gradually decommissioned,” he said. Ordinary
buses would be phased
out in Bangkok within two years, while fares for airconditioned buses
would be cut to 7-10 baht.

Bus reorganization – translated
and summarized from Thairath, February
2, 2004
Governor Samak is asking MOTC and MOF to
transfer all non-airconditioned
BMTA buses to BMA. BMA will either run 15% of
the non-airconditioned
bus while granting a concession for the rest or
running 100% of the
buses with the flat rate of five baht with 50 satang
subsidies from
BMA and another 50 satang from the government to
prevent heavy loss.

Eight lines of bus rapid transit in
the middle of the road – translated and summarized from Thairath, January 30, 2004
The Traffic Policy Office is asking BMTA to run the
eight new bus rapid transit lines. These are air-conditioned buses running
in the middle of the road with the privilege of running through red lights
and driving along a dedicated lane. It would have a joint ticket with

other mass transit systems and carry 35,000 passenger per hour per direction.
This could be done without government subsidies. BMTA will have to run
this company as a joint venture.
In the first phase, BMTA will have to transform into the new company by
improving their balance sheet to become a money maker. After that, the
new BMTA Co.Ltd. will come up with a concession covering seven areas and
lines to connect with the other systems. The third phase will be a connection
with the boat lines (Saensaeb canal boat and Chao Phraya Express) as well
as to feed the Skytrain and subway.
There will be eight lines of this bus rapid Transit
1. Talingchan – Phatthanakarn
2. Rangsit – Din Daeng
3. Minburi – Samut Prakarn via Sri Nakharin
4. Minburi – Rama 5 Road via Lad Phrao
5. Rama 2 – Wongwian Yai (Taksin Road)
6. Kaset – Kanchanaphisek Road
7. Prapa canal – Phitsanulok Road
8. Phra Samut chedi – Prachadhipok (via Suksawat Road)
The TransJakarta Busway
– January 29, 2004
News from our neighbors: The idea sounds interesting–make buses like
the cars in a fixed mass transit system. People enter the buses through
gates and walk directly onto the bus (instead of climbing stairs). However,
this new system in downtown Jakarta has apparently received nothing but
criticism. Special rules for cars driving in downtown areas are also a
part of Jakarta’s traffic strategy. Such vehicle exclusion rules were
once discussed as part of the solution for Bangkok, but no action was
ever taken. Anyone have photos of the TransJakarta Busway? We think this
is the official website.
A few news items about the busway: …Busway – no way, reads
the graffiti scrawled on bus shelters and concrete barriers along Jalan
Sudirman, Jakarta’s busy commercial thoroughfare. The graffiti and extended
traffic jams began appearing in the capital weeks before Indonesia’s most
controversial transport project – a 13km-long bus route – began operating.
Also on the increase are jokis – unemployed women and teenagers who, for
a few thousand rupiah, hire themselves out as passengers so drivers can
beat the new restrictions allowing only cars with two or more passengers
to use certain main routes. A week into the operation of the bus lanes,
and three weeks after the restrictions on cars – in an effort to combat
congestion – it seems that few of Jakarta’s wealthy are abandoning their
vehicles. Traffic clogs the city’s main roads until 9pm, and a 13km trip
through the city that used to take 30 minutes now takes twice as long.
(South China Morning Post, January 21, 2004).
Jakarta busway packed with people – The TransJakarta Busway, which
was opened on Thursday morning, has been welcomed by Jakartans. ANTARA
reported here that brand new air-conditioned buses, plying the route from
Blok M in South Jakarta to Kota in North Jakarta, were packed by passengers.
Jakarta Governor Sutiyoso, along with his wife and daughter, queued up
at the Bung Karno bus stop in South Jakarta to enjoy the new transportation
system. (Antara Interactive, January 15, 2004)
Busway Could
be Delayed – Sutiyoso has also been criticized over his plan to
increase the city’s “three-in-one” traffic policy from
6.30am to 8pm. Under the policy, motorists will only be allowed to drive
on the main streets of the busway corridor if their vehicle contains at
least three people. The three-in-one system, which has been implemented
for several years during morning peak traffic hours, is widely regarded

as a failure, as motorists simply hire so-called “jockeys” –
youths standing at the entrances of the restricted zones – in order
to make up the numbers. (Laksamana.net <-kind of like a 2Bangkok.com
for Indonesia, December 19, 2003)
Also: Proposed
Jakarta monorail project with Malaysian firm in a glitch – Utusan,
January 20, 2004
Current bus news

Thai school gives transvestites restroom of their own
June 18, 2004
Categories: Local Beliefs
One for the weird news
– June 18, 2004
Oh, the weird news columns around the globe are going to love this: Thai school gives transvestites restroom
of their own
Snubbed by both men and women, transvestite students at the Chiang Mai Technology School just wanted a
restroom to call their own–and were granted their wish.
Dubbed the Pink Lotus Bathroom, the facility is exclusively for the school’s 15 transvestite students and
features four stalls, but no urinals. On the door hangs a sign with intertwined male and female symbols.
"They would come in the morning and use the women’s bathrooms, but the women were annoyed, didn’t like
it or played pranks on them," said Posaporn Promprakai, registrar of the school in Chiang Mai province,
about 580 kilometers (360 miles) north of Bangkok.
The transvestites _ who must wear male attire at school but are allowed to sport girlie hairdos–switched to
the men’s bathrooms, only to run into more trouble.
"The men teased them, chased them, and they came screaming and in tears again," Posaporn told The
Associated Press….

A tale of two newspapers: Death of Thanom
June 19, 2004
Categories: A Tale of Two Newspapers, Thai Politics
While a story in The Nation
states "It
is a Thai custom not to speak ill of anyone
who has just passed away," that
did not keep The Nation from printing
several critical stories about deceased
dictator Thanom Kittikachorn.
While The Nation has story after
story with headlines like THANOM
KITTIKACHORN: 1911-2004: Democracy’s
bitterest foe , Thais
recall life under totalitarian leadership,
and Legacy
of autocracy , the Post had
only one article (besides a small
death notice the day before) that
included a photo of a weeping family member.
As the international press trumpeted Disgraced
former Thai PM Thanom dies at 92,
the Post seemed hesitant to describe
Thanom negatively, stating merely that
he was "Dubbed a tyrant by families
of pro-democracy students crushed in the
uprisings…" This was in an article several pages inside the front section
that assured in a subheadline that "Kin
hope to lay to rest bitterness of uprisings."
Also Post readers have no editorial
or opinion piece on the passing of one
of the last giants of twentieth-century
Thai political life.
Perhaps the Post
will have a longer article or special
over the weekend, but this initial lack
of coverage is indicative of the continuing
dulling of Post political news
reporting.
Family
to publish Thanom’s memoirs – Kin hope
to lay to rest bitterness of uprisings
– Bangkok Post, June 18, 2004
…Dubbed a tyrant by families of pro-democracy
students crushed in the uprisings, Thanom,
93, died in hospital in Bangkok on Wednesday
from heart failure and acute blood infection.
Khunying Songsuda Yodmanee, Thanom’s daughter,
said her father loved to write about his

life, but he had asked that his work be
kept private for fear of offending others.
THANOM
KITTIKACHORN: 1911-2004: Democracy’s
bitterest foe – The Nation, June
18, 2004
Through oppression, rampant corruption,
political domination and greed, Thanom’s
empire inadvertently gave birth to a collective
spirit of freedom that won on Rajdamnoen,
lost at Thammasat and reappeared in May
1992…
Thanom consistently dismissed any responsibility
for the 1976 incident and maintained that
he did not give the order for the 1973 shooting.
THANOM KITTIKACHORN: 1911-2004: Democracy’s bitterest foe
Published on Jun 18, 2004
Until the last days of his life, Field Mar-shal Thanom Kitti-kachorn insisted he was not democracy’s worst
enemy, and that he was a victim of a political conspiracy. He sounded sincere in his strenuous yet largely
ignored efforts to rehabilitate his name, and must have passed away wondering why the labels “tyrant” and
“dictator” were so hard to shake off.
Historians may continue to debate key factors that triggered the 1973 popular uprising and the October 6,
1976 Thammasat massacre – the two related political upheavals closely associated with the strongman who
had the demeanour of a kind-hearted grandpa.
But the conspiracy-theory advocates will have to overcome one damning piece of proof of how Thais in the
Thanom era felt about his military regime – the gathering of hundreds of thousands of demonstrators on
Rajdamnoen Avenue on October 14, 1973.
Those were the days when “democracy” turned from an abstract university textbook word into something
Thais seriously yearned.
Through oppression, rampant corruption, political domination and greed, Thanom’s empire inadvertently
gave birth to a collective spirit of freedom that won on Rajdamnoen, lost at Thammasat and reappeared in
May 1992.
There had been military dictators before his time, but it was not until Thanom’s reign that Thais uncovered
their “people power” which shook the formerly untouchable monopoly on power that the top soldiers and
the elite enjoyed.
For the friends and relatives of the people who fell victim to his wrath, Thanom, who passed away on
Wednesday night was simply a dictator whose tyrannical rule continues to haunt them today.
He is remembered for the shooting to death of more than 77 pro-democracy protestors, mostly students, in
the October 1973 uprising, an incident that led to him being driven him into exile. The number of people
killed has never been independently confirmed and the figure is still disputed.
The bloody episode repeated itself when Thanom was permitted to return to the country three years later,
wrapped in a yellow robe as a Buddhist monk.
His return triggered a mass protest that set the stage for the return of the ultra-right-wing, whose mobs
raided the Tha Prachan campus of Thammasat University on October 6, 1976, slaughtering dozens of
students and quietening the previously vociferous democracy movement.

Thanom consistently dismissed any responsibility for the 1976 incident and maintained that he did not give
the order for the 1973 shooting.
After three decades of low-profile existence, the Kittikachorn family last year decided to tell its version of the
October 14, 1973, pro-democracy uprising.
“Disclosure: October 14”, a book compiled by well-known historian Thepmontri Limpaphayom marked the
first time on public record that the “dictators” – Field Marshall Thanom Kittikachorn, his son Lt-Colonel
Narong and Narong’s father-in-law Field Marshal Prapas Charusathien – had their say about the upheaval.
The book stated there was a major power play, and students were being used. But accounts from various
other sources confirmed that his government had ruled with an iron fist and was corrupt beyond control.
“Violence at the hands of the state was a regular occurrence during Thanom’s rule. It was a government
tainted with blood and a lot of innocent people were killed…more than under the previous dictator, Field
Marshal Sarit Thanarat,” said Prajak Kongkiriti, a political scientist at Thammasat.
Anti-government protesters were rounded up. Press freedom was dramatically curtailed and the closing of
printing presses was a normal occurrence.
To avoid confrontation, editors and publishers turned to light-hearted entertainment news as food for
thought for the public. Civil society was stuck in infancy.
Thanom wrote in his autobiography, “Dictatorship or Democracy”, that he “provided maximum rights and
freedom of the press, as long as it was within the framework of the law”. He did not mention Article 17, a
draconian law that permitted the government to bypass lawmakers and take unilateral action like closing
down printing presses or execution without trial.
Foreign policy during his reign saw Thailand align itself in the US camp. The country was an active
participant in the Cold War that saw Thai troops in Vietnam and a number of American military bases set up
on Thai soil.
His supporters insist he was a devout Buddhist, an honest powerbroker who was able to bridge the
differences among the various bickering factions within the Thai Army.
Thailand’s old hands said he mastered the art of compromise that left a long-lasting legacy that provided a
source of stability within the Thai Army.
Even during the last years of his life, the country’s top brass continued to visit his home and offer their
respects on his birthday and other important dates, while the late dictator continued to be the guest of
honour at numerous military functions.
These admirers also often point to the fact that he hardly ever interfered with the working of the country’s
bureaucrats unless it directly involved the security of the nation.
Thanom saw himself as a man who devoted much of his life to the state and who wholeheartedly served the
monarchy.
“Those who know me vaguely or have never met me might see me as a dictator. But the truth is I love
democracy, like all other democrats,” wrote Thanom in his autobiography.
But history will continue to be unkind to the controversial leader who made a concerted effort to clean up his
image, distancing himself from a brutal episode of Thailand’s modern history.
On the surface it appears the late strongman had made some headway. But for the victims and their relatives,
as well as the majority of the general public, the scars that the late field marshal left behind will remain
deep.
During the last days of his life, much of society seemed to have forgiven the man who led an undeniably
dictatorial and corrupt regime, but he must have learned that nothing has been forgotten.

Democracy
always outlasts its enemies – The
Nation, June 18, 2004
Field
Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, who died
on Wednesday night, was the last in a
line of Thai military strongmen in the
traditional sense, dictators who saw themselves
as the rightful guardians of the nation
against calamitous threats, real or imagined.
They were the products of the kind of
myths that could elevate politically-savvy
military men to the status of heroes destined
to come to the rescue at critical moments
in a nation’s history. For Thanom, who
came to power at the height of the Cold
War, his self-appointed mission was to
defend Thailand against communism.
Thanom, like other military dictators
before him, wielded virtually unlimited
political power, presiding over a regime
festooned with an elaborate form corruption
woven from political power and strands
of personal interest….
Following his disgraceful exit from politics,
Thanom lived another three decades to
witness the youthful and idealistic brand
of democracy that was crushed by military
might on two other occasions, in 1976
and 1992. He has also seen this democracy
spring right back to life after each attempt
to root it out.
Thanom’s death severs the last link to
an era when military dictators ruled by
whim. Unfortunately, Thailand’s struggle
for a fuller democracy continues to have
no shortage of new enemies.
EDITORIAL I: Democracy always outlasts its enemies
Published on Jun 18, 2004
Thanom’s death closes a dark chapter in our past, offering a lesson to all would-be tyrants
Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, who died on Wednesday night, was the last in a line of Thai military
strongmen in the traditional sense, dictators who saw themselves as the rightful guardians of the nation
against calamitous threats, real or imagined. They were the products of the kind of myths that could elevate
politically-savvy military men to the status of heroes destined to come to the rescue at critical moments in a
nation’s history. For Thanom, who came to power at the height of the Cold War, his self-appointed mission
was to defend Thailand against communism.
Thanom, like other military dictators before him, wielded virtually unlimited political power, presiding over
a regime festooned with an elaborate form corruption woven from political power and strands of personal
interest.
Military strongmen like these may have ruled with an iron fist – writing and tearing up constitutions as they
saw fit, suppressing civil liberties, jailing whatever opponents they didn’t kill and enriching themselves and

their associates, all the while wallowing in their own imagined glory – but they tended to leave the mundane
business of administering the country in the capable hands of a well-educated corps of bureaucrats who were
relatively untainted by corruption.
Politically, Thai citizens may have cowered under the jackboots of these dictators, but all the while the
country continued to progress economically and socially, opening itself to the global marketplace of ideas,
including Western liberalism, socialism and even communism, in the late 1960s and early 1970s.
An irrepressible desire for democracy electrified university students and academics, forcing Thanom to
experiment with what he must have thought were relatively safe ways of letting off the steam – a certain
degree of academic freedom here, a bit of freedom of expression there. Inevitably, people began to demand
more of the other types of civil liberties. From a small trickle came a flood of political awareness that
emboldened many to question the legitimacy of dictators and led to the exposure of corruption linked to
Thanom and his cronies. By the time Thanom decided to roll back civil liberties it was already too late. His
failure to deliver a new constitution to pave the way for free and fair elections and his order to have the
leaders of pro-democracy movements arrested triggered the October 14-16 uprising in 1973, an event
characterised by spontaneous popular moral indignation over the dictator’s arrogance.
Three days of brutal crackdowns by the military, the killing of more than 70 unarmed pro-democracy
protesters and a rare intervention by His Majesty the King were what it took to bring the downfall of a
military regime deluded by its imagined invincibility. The rest is history.
Following his disgraceful exit from politics, Thanom lived another three decades to witness the youthful and
idealistic brand of democracy that was crushed by military might on two other occasions, in 1976 and 1992.
He has also seen this democracy spring right back to life after each attempt to root it out.
Thanom’s death severs the last link to an era when military dictators ruled by whim. Unfortunately,
Thailand’s struggle for a fuller democracy continues to have no shortage of new enemies.
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Removing the Silom
cemeteries –
June 20, 2004

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Still touted on
dozens of websites
as one of
Bangkok’s
downtown
attractions, the
atmospheric
Chinese and
Western cemeteries
are a thing of the
past. The
removals started in
2000 and are
almost
complete.

(Photo:
2Bangkok.com)

There are only a
few small sections
of the Chinese
cemetery
left next to the
Tower Inn and
another along
Narathiwat Road.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Discuss
these stories on the 2Bangkok.com Forum
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Aerial view of the site–on either side
of the center mausoleum are piles of coffins.

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Discarded Chinese-style coffin
(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
January, 2000: The first
part of the Western Cemetery by Chong Nonsi Skytrain Station being removed.
Bones, clothes, and wooden coffins were being burned and the headstones
were broken up.
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The Nation questions the government’s legitimacy – Bangkok Post is silent – June 21, 2004
It is Monday and that means tough editorials from The Nation. As it sticks to its critical portrayals of the
government, The Nation has had its broadcasting unit, Nation Television, barred from transmitting via
satellite outside of Thailand.
The Nation responds with two editorials–one signed The Nation and one by the pseudonymous Chang Noi.
The Bangkok Post, which long ago decided to steer clear of direct criticism of the government, remains
silent.
Tradition of turning state assets into crony wealth – The Nation, June 21, 2004
…The new factory for manufacturing fortunes is privatisation or corporatisation. The format was set by the
sale of 30 per cent of PTT in late 2001. Somehow the four biggest purchases were secured by people
connected to the government, namely number 27 on the Thai Rak Thai’s party list, his wife, and relatives of
two Thai Rak Thai Bangkok MPs. Over the next two years the price of these shares multiplied five times,
much more than the market average.
This was partly due to a suspiciously low original price (so low that the entire offering sold out in two
minutes), and partly to some suspiciously large short-term surges in value which the government declined to
investigate…
More power taken from the people – The Nation, June 21, 2004
…The complete takeover of the Constitution so that it becomes whatever the government in power wants it to
be? Not only is the broadcast media now totally in the hands of the government – and the victim of its
propaganda – but also the administration’s political "cronies" are being rewarded with manipulated
interpretation
of the rules and laws…
The question of fairness is one thing, the government’s legitimacy in handling these cases is quite another. It
means that the government under this prime minister is taking away the "power of the people" and handing it
to select groups of technocrats and business
associates, keeping the public from expressing its diverse views – all for its own political gain. What’s next if
the government has no legitimacy as guardian of the Constitution?
More power taken from the people
The Nation, June 21
ITV, Channel 11/1, Channel 5 – where will it all end? The complete
takeover of the constitution so that it becomes whatever the
government in power wants it to be? Not only is the broadcast media
now totally in the hands of the government – and the victim of its
propaganda – but also the administration’s political “cronies” are
being rewarded with manipulated interpretation of the rules and laws.
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra might have suspended the
controversial move by his cousin, who is the Army commander, to “dress
up” Army Channel 5 for stock market listing, but it is no more than a
political emergency stopgap. The premier dismissed criticism from
academic and NGO quarters, even though they were absolutely right in
their assessment that the constitution has been violated.
A series of acts by the government on the broadcast media no longer
leaves it in the grey area – it’s as “black and white” as it comes.
This editorial from The Nation can be made with full righteousness

because our affiliate, Nation Television, has been subject to
unfavourable treatment at the top level of the government through
interpretations of the law that not only don’t serve the public, but
also threaten freedom of _expression and democracy as a whole.
Among other things, Nation Television was told not to transmit its
content via satellite for transmission globally – or into Thailand
from outside – even though it is merely a content provider and not a
broadcaster. It was barred from seeking an uplink transmission on
grounds of security, even though foreign programmers such as CNN and
others from China, Korea, Japan and the United States can beam
anything to any viewer in this country who installs a satellite dish
in their home.
And the government’s justification has always been that Nation
Television must wait for the setting up of the National Broadcasting
Commission (NBC).
However, the government did not raise any questions when iTV, a freeto-air TV station majority-owned by the family of the prime minister,
sought to change its contract to air less news and more entertainment
programmes – an issue which goes to the heart of the founding of the
TV station. Nor did the government show any signs of telling Channel
11 to wait for the setting up of the NBC when the station carved out
bandwidth from its allotment for another news-programme producer,
claiming it was all still part of the one frequency. The programme
producer was even able to run advertisements (the parent channel
couldn’t even do so).
And the government also played for time rather than reprimand the Army
commander who signed a questionable document on Channel 5’s
privatization, which is also in violation of the constitution,
stipulating again that any such move needs to be judged by the NBC.
This will only encourage another state-owned TV channel, Channel 9, to
seek to fence itself off from the power of the new commission, whose
mandate is nothing less than to allocate TV stations and broadcast
frequencies to as diverse an array of people throughout the country as
possible in order to better serve different communities.
The question of fairness is one thing, the government’s legitimacy in
handling these cases is quite another. It means that the government
under this prime minister is taking away the “power of the people” and
handing it to select groups of technocrats and business associates,
keeping the public from expressing its diverse views -all for its own
political gain. What’s next if the government has no legitimacy as
guardian of the constitution?
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The Nation changes its page titles –
June 24, 2004
Throughout the internet era, the page title of The Nation‘s webpages has read "Welcome to The Nation."
Yesterday, amid the increasing governmental pressure on the media that has defanged its rival, the Bangkok
Post, The Nation changed all its page titles to read "Bangkok’s Independent Newspaper."
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List of activists killed during the Thaksin era – Bangkok Post, June 24, 2004
• Jan 30, 2001 _ Jurin Ratchapo of tambon Pa Khlok in Phuket’s Thalang district was gunned down. Jurin
had resisted businessmen destroying local mangrove forests. The trial of two suspected gunmen is
proceeding.
• March 28, 2001 _ Suwat Wongpiyasathit was killed after heading opposition against the Rachathewa
garbage dump site in Samut Prakan’s Bang Phli district.
• May 1, 2001 _ Narin Phodaeng, former chairman of a conservationist group in Khao Cha-ang Klangthung
in Rayong’s Khao Chamao sub-district was shot dead. He was a staunch opponent of a rock quarry owned by
a local politician. Nobody has been arrested in the case.
• May 17, 2001 _ Pithak Tonwut, who led villagers against a rock quarry owned by a national-level
politician in a forest reserve in Phitsanulok’s Noen Ma Prang district was shot dead. Two men were arrested
but acquitted by the provincial court.
• May 21, 2001 _ Chaweewan Pueksungnoen, a member of the Na Klang tambon administration
organisation, was shot dead. She had resisted a construction project suspected of involving local influential
figures and corrupt officials. Nobody was arrested.
• July 2001 _ Somporn Chanapol was shot dead after he resisted the building of a dam in Surat Thani’s
Kanchanadit district.
• June 20, 2002 _ Kaew Binpanma of Chiang Mai’s Doi Lo sub-district was shot dead, believed to the result
of a land dispute.
• Sept 2, 2002 _ Boonsom Nimnoi, who headed a protest against a condensate separation project in
Phetchaburi’s Ban Laem district, was killed by unknown assailants.
• Sept 27, 2002 _ Preecha Thongpaen was shot dead after opposing a waste treatment project in Thung Song
district of Nakhon Si Thammarat.
• Dec 15, 2002 _ Boonrit Channanrong was shot dead after protesting against the illegal trade in logs taken
from Kaeng Krung National Park in Tha Chana district of Surat Thani by state officials.
• Dec 20, 2002 _ Boonyong Intawong, leader of a protest against a rock quarry in Wiang Chai district in
Chiang Rai, was killed.
• Feb 1, 2003 _ Khampan Suksai, a village chief from Chiang Mai’s Chiang Dao district, was shot dead after
opposing encroachment on a community forest.
• Feb 4, 2003 _ Chuan Chamnankit, a community leader who fought the spread of drugs, was shot dead in
Chawang district, Nakhon Si Thammarat.
• May 25, 2003 _ Samnao Srisongkhram, chairman of a conservation group protecting the Nam Phong river
basin in Khon Kaen, was killed.
• June 21, 2004 _ Charoen Wat-aksorn, leader of a conservation group from Bo Nok in Prachuap Khiri Khan
province, was shot dead returning from Bangkok, where he testified before a House committee about a land
dispute.
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‘Strategic Siam changes its name to
Thai’ – LIFE, July 31,
1939
Right: King Ananda Mahidol, 13, in whose favor
King Prajadhipok abdicated in 1935, presents flag to youth
organizations. After his summer vacation, he returns to
school in Switzerland.

(Photo: Life Magazine, 1939)
‘Strategic Siam changes its name to Thai’ – LIFE,
July 31, 1939
On June 24 the Government of Siam, only entirely free nation
in Southeast Asia, changes its name to Thai, which means "Free,"
in the ceremonies shown on these pages. Last week the U.S. State
Department rendered all American maps of the Orient obsolete by
writing out Siam and writing in Thailand.
Sayam, from which Siam comes, was an old name given by the Chinese.
The race of Thai came from Szechuan Province in China, near where
the harried Chinese Government now has its capital. Only the canny
rule of King Chulalongkorn in the late 19th Century saved Siam from
being swallowed by Britain and France like the rest of the peninsula.
But Chulalongkorn’s 42 wives cursed his country with scores of ambitious,
expensive princes.
In 1932 a cabal of brain-trusters and soldiers put over one of the
quietest revolutions in history and got a Constitution from King
Prajadhipok. The princes tried an abortive counter-revolt next year.
In 1935 the annoyed reformers let Prajadhipok abdicate with nearly
$3,000,000 for which they were last week suing him. New Government
is idealistic and semi-Fascist, with youth organizations, army monopolies
and a dictator, Premier Bipul (pronounced pee-bul). Enemies say
Thai is now "of the Bipul, by the Bipul and for the Bipul."

Thailand, however, is so placed on the map as to be a natural steppingstone
for Japan in a drive against the great British base of Singapore
at the end of the Malay peninsula. It has professed to be completely
neutral, meanwhile buying Japanese munitions and toying with the
idea of a canal through its peninsula to cut off Singapore.
Two days before Siam became Thai, British and French admirals meeting
at Singapore decided that that little monarchy could not be neutral,
that Britain and France would "guarantee" her. Moaned
the Bangkok newspaper Thai Mai: " What can small nations situated
in the battle zone do? If Siam takes the side of Japan and the predicted
troubles in the British and French colonial empires do not come
off, then Siam would be in an unpleasant position."

(Photo: Life Magazine, 1939)
Above: The new name, THAI, appears for
the first time on a ship float in the June 24 parade in Bangkok
celebrating the 7th anniversary of Siam’s coup d’etat and the
first Constitution.

Right: Young women of Thailand,
recently organized by the Yuvanari, swing briskly along
the line of march. Only the rich still practice polygamy
and women in Thai have many rights.

(Photo: Life Magazine, 1939)

(Photo: Life Magazine, 1939)
Above: Chief Prince regent
Aditya Dirabha affixes the Royal Seal to the decree making Siam
the Kingdom of Thai. Left: Coregent General Bijayendra Yodhin

Left: Places (28 of 400) fly over
great King Chulalongkorn’s statue. These pictures were
brought
to LIFE by Norman Lee, the first round-the-world paying
passenger
on commercial planes.

(Photo: Life Magazine, 1939)

(Photo: Life Magazine, 1939)
Above: Tanks, made in England by Vickers,
roll in the parade. Latest Thai armaments are Japanese. Notice the
Thai flags, red white and blue stripes. Navy flag adds a white elephant.
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Prisons and Prisoners – June 25, 2004
Don points out prisons and prisoners in Thailand.
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On the forum: Suan Sirikit
– June 25, 2004
The new park at the Tobacco Monopoly–includes a map of phase one and two of the project

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)
Above:
Promenade being constructed in November 2003

Spiderman of India
June 26, 2004
Spiderman
of India –
June 26, 2004
There is a new version of Spiderman
who roams the streets of Mumbai: Readers
of this series will not see the familiar
Peter Parker of Queens under the classic
Spider-Man mask, but rather a new
hero – a young, Indian boy named
Pavitr Prabhakar. As Spider-Man, Pavitr
leaps around rickshaws and scooters
in Indian streets, while swinging
from monuments such as the Gateway
of India and the Taj Mahal.
Mumbai’s (Bombay’s) first
web-swinging superhero will be joined
by a reinterpretation of the classic
Spider-Man villain, the Green Goblin
— reinvented as a Rakshasa, an Indian
mythological demon.
Some cool artwork is here.
What would a Thai Spiderman be like?

Should Thailand go back to the name ‘Siam’?
June 26, 2004
Should
Thailand go back to the name ‘Siam’?
– June 26, 2004
Revival
of `Siam’ proposed – Name change urged
to promote peace – Bangkok
Post, June 26, 2004
A former political activist called
on the government to accept the existence
of ethnic Malays by changing the country’s
name back to Siam.
Supoj Dantrakul said accepting ethnic
Malays and other ethnic groups was
key to ending unrest in the troubled
South. The 81-year-old recipient of
the Apiwat award was speaking at a
forum on sustainable peace in the
deep South to mark the 72nd anniversary
of the June 24, 1932 revolution.
He said love of one’s ethnic origins
and motherland was a key factor contributing
to southern unrest.
Mr Supoj said the current name symbolised
dictatorship and was based on an "outdated"
concept.
"The name ‘Thailand’ is based
on an obsolete concept of ethnicity.
"The name ‘Siam’ on the other
hand is up to date, and reflects reality
because it is the land on which people
of various ethnic origins live,"
he said.
Mr Supoj said that statesman Pridi
Bhanomyong was also opposed to the
new name which was adopted by nationalist
leader Field Marshal Plaek Pibulsongkhram.
He said violence in the deep South
was provoked by people whose vested
interests were affected. By this,
he meant operators of underground
businesses and some government agencies
facing budget cuts who would benefit
from the fighting.
"I also mean the ‘invisible government’
commonly known as the CIA who makes
the Muslim community look as if they
are violence- and terrorism-prone
in order to justify its war,"
he said.
Anusorn Thamjai, a former student
activist, meanwhile, called for a

second round of political reforms
to promote wider public participation.
Mr Anusorn also urged the government
to recognise the importance of June
24 and declare it a public holiday.

First Post and telegraph office
June 27, 2004

First
Post and telegraph office
– October 21, 2004
Nils writes: Did you notice
there has been a new building
downstream of Saphan Phut
(Memorial
Bridge) for some time? It is
directly adjacent to Phra Pokklao
Bridge.

(Photo:
Nils)
It
has a historical style reminiscent
of the Rama V era, is quite tall
and very slim. You can see it looming
behind the trees when passing on
an express boat on the river. But
I cannot remember ever seeing anything
there before, and it looks very
new, so I went there one weekend
to find out.
The structure itself is finished,
but the gardening activities around
it seem having been abandoned….
many of the flower pots are empty,
some trees have toppled. People
living under the bridge were using
the space at the backside for an
afternoon game of takraw.
It has a (functioning) clock in
its tower and a Thai flag on top,
but there is nothing inside the
building. I also wondered how to
go up to the second floor, as I
could not see any staircase, neither
outside nor inside.
The plate in front of the entrance
says: "This building was constructed
in the style of a ‘front building’
– The first (post and) telegraph

office in Thailand, BE 2426 – For purposes of conservation.
Construction carried out by the
Department of Public Works and Town
and Country Planning, Ministry of
Interior, BE 2547 ."
Post and Telegraph Museum – Historic
post office building replaced at
foot of bridge – Bangkok Post,
June 27, 2004
Bangkok had to sacrifice one
of its most charming architectural
structures, the Post and Telegram
Office, with the 1981 construction
of the Somdej Phra Pokklao Bridge
to ease traffic congestion in Phra
Nakhon’s Klong Ong-Ang area.
Today a new building, on a much
smaller scale, has replaced the
old one at the foot of the bridge
on the Phra Nakhon side.
Only the facade of the old building
has been kept by the new structure,
painted light yellow and white _
the same colours of the old renaissance-style
structure which had graced the Chao
Phraya River since 1883, during
the reign of King Chulalongkorn…

Something about Thailand in Clinton’s book
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Something
about Thailand in Clinton’s book
– The Nation, June 28, 2004
…Clinton wrote that the State
Department, Defence Department and
National Security Council wanted
to extend direct financial aid to
Thailand because it was the oldest
US ally in Southeast Asia.
"So did I, but we let Treasury
make the call. On economics and
in terms of domestic politics it
was the correct decision, but it
sent the wrong message to Thais
and across Asia," Clinton wrote…
Thai officials subsequently expressed
their dissatisfaction with the US
– particularly with Rubin, with
Larry Summers, his deputy, and with
Alan Greenspan, the Federal Reserve
chairman, all of whom maintained
their hawkish stance toward Thailand.
"We received no help from them,
not a single dollar. And they also
backed us into a corner by making
us disclose our international reserves,
which had been completely depleted
by the baht defence," said
a former Bank of Thailand official
in an interview following the baht
crisis. "We were told that
most of the top US people had invested
their money in hedge funds that
attacked the baht. So they had no
incentive to help us."

Script of Thai ethnic group refined
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Script
of Thai ethnic group refined
– Viet Nam News Agency,
June 29, 2004
A research team of the
Ha Noi National University
has completed a project aimed
at refining the system of
writing of the Thai ethnic
group.
The Thai script, belonging
to the Sanskrit system, had
been invented long ago and
was used widely in the Thai
people’s daily life.
During the 1953-1957 period,
at President Ho Chi Minh’s
initiative, linguists collected
various scripts of the Thai
ethnic groups to compile a
unified system of writing.
The system was further improved
in the 1958-1969 period.
With more refinement this
time, anyone who can read
an ancient Thai script will
be able to understand the
unified system of writing,
according to Prof. Doan Thien
Thuat, head of the latest
research project.
Courses on the new Thai script
are being held for officials
of localities with large population
of the Thai people, such as
Mai Chau district of northern
Hoa Binh province, Van Chan
district, Nghia Lo township
in northern Yen Bai province,
and western districts of central
Nghe An and Thanh Hoa provinces.

Indonesian parties offer cash before vote
June 29, 2004
Categories: 2Bangkok News
Indonesian
parties offer cash before vote
– AP, June
29, 2004
…"I’ll go to any rally
as long as they give me money
and T-shirts," Arief said.
"But it won’t influence
my choice. I’ve already decided
to vote for Yudhoyono."

Giant ballot boxes to attract Bangkok’s voters
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Giant
ballot boxes to attract Bangkok’s
voters –
MCOT, June 30, 2004
This almost sounds like a
news item from The Onion:
… In an effort to overcome
the apparent voter apathy,
the local authorities are
using the world’s biggest
ballot boxes.
To drum up public interest
in the election, Poh Chang
Campus of Rajamangala Institute
of Technology will build the
four of the world’s largest
ballot boxes…
But even more amusing is the
original headline:

What things cost
June 30, 2004
What things
cost –
June 30, 2004
Millions
offered to MP to swap sides:
Chuan (The Nation,
June 30, 2004) …The Democrat
Party claimed yesterday the
Thai Rak Thai Party was offering
tens of millions of baht –
or even a Cabinet portfolio
– to induce the opposition’s
southern veterans to swap sides.
A Trang MP has been offered
Bt32.4 million, former Democrat
leader Chuan Leekpai said in
a stinging attack on the ruling
party at a Democrat party rally
in Trang, his local province
and considered his stronghold…
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The abandoned
subway –
June 30, 2004
"I just spent the weekend
in my hometown of Cincinnati,
Ohio. In 1925, construction
in Cincinnati
began on a state-of-the-art
subway system for the rapidly
expanding city. Three years
later, money ran out and the
seven miles of completed subway
were abandoned. Since then,
this surreal
underworld has faded into
the city’s secret history, with
awareness peaking every so often
when a new plan for the tunnels
is proposed: a fall-out shelter,
a wind tunnel for the university’s
engineering students, a venue
for a music festival. Back in
high school, several of my friends
accessed the cavernous stations
for a few exciting evenings
of urban
spelunking. Now though,
legit tours are occasionally
offered. According to this recent
piece on NPR’s All Things Considered,
the waiting list is 2,000 people
long."

